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‘Barefoot Bandit’ 
gets over 7 years 

GENE JOHNSON 
Associated Press 
COUPEVILLE, Washington 
(AP) — The youthful thief 
who rocketed to inter¬ 
national notoriety as the 
“Barefoot Bandit” while he 
evaded police in pilfered 
cars, boats and planes dur¬ 
ing a two-year crime spree 
was sentenced Friday to 



Colton Harris-Moore, also 
known as the “Barefoot Ban¬ 
dit,” smiles as waits to learn 
that he was sentenced to 
more than seven years in 
prison after pleading guilty to 
dozens of state charges stem¬ 
ming from a two-year crime 
spree, Friday, Dec. 16, 2011, in 
Coupeville, Wash. 

(AP Photo/Ted S. Warren) 

more than seven years in a 
state prison after pleading 
guilty to dozens of charges. 
Colton Harris-Moore, now 
20, showed no reaction as 
the sentence was deliv¬ 
ered by a judge who took 
pity on his bleak upbringing 
at the hands of an alcohol¬ 
ic mother and a series of 
her convict boyfriends — a 
situation she described as 
a “mind-numbing absence 
of hope." 

“This case is a tragedy in 
many ways, but it’s a tri¬ 
umph of the human spirit 
in other ways," Judge Vick¬ 
ie Churchill said. “I could 
have been reading about 
the history of a mass mur¬ 
derer. I could have been 
reading about a drug 
abusive, alcoholic young 
man. That is the triumph 
of Colton Harris-Moore: He 
has survived. "□ 
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ALAN FRAM 
DAVID ESPO 

WASHINGTON (AP) — Sen¬ 
ate leaders reached tenta¬ 
tive agreement Friday night 
on legislation to extend So¬ 
cial Security payroll tax cuts 
and jobless benefits for fwo 
months while requiring Pres¬ 
ident Barack Obama to ac¬ 
cept Republican demands 


for a swift decision on the 
fate of an oil pipeline fhat 
promises thousands of jobs. 
A vote could be held as 
early as Saturday on the 
measure, the last in a highly 
contentious year of divided 
government. 

Any deal would also require 
House passage before 
it could reach Obama’s 


desk. 

Racing to adjourn for the 
year, lawmakers moved 
quickly to clear separate 
legislation avoiding a par¬ 
tial government shutdown 
threatened for midnight. 
There was no immediate 
response to the compro¬ 
mise from the White House, 
which a few hours earlier 


had backed away from 
Obama’s threat to veto 
any bill that linked the pay¬ 
roll tax cut extension with 
a Republican demand for 
a speedy decision on the 
1,700-mile Keystone XL oil 
pipeline proposed from 
Canada to Texas. 

Continued on Page 5 

































































Saturday, December 17, 2011 


3IUP FRONT 




j . m . yee's 

fb- Asian Bistro! 


LUNCH SPECIALS n) $9,95 \ 


PARLV DIRD SPECIALS storied $M,95 (6-7pm) 


HOUSE SPECIALS stqni™, <n $16,95 


NOW SERVING SUSHI 


Located at South Beach Centre | Palm Beach 55, Aruba | Tel: 586 3888 | Fox: 586 8883 


I 

I 


I 


In a time of giving, learning when to say no 



Kristin Hanson, a jewelry designer, at her boutique in New York. With so many financially stressed 
this year, the year-end expectations for gifts or donations require new calculations, and a lot of 
business owners, like Hanson, are giving to their closest relations first. 

(Tina Fineberg/The New York Times) 


PAUL SULLIVAN 
© 2011 New York Times 

This is the time of year when 
you are asked for all sorfs of 
donafions. I always find fhe 
process moderately stress¬ 
ful, but not because my 
wife and I are agonizing 
over how much to give. 
There are plenty of guides 
that tell you what to give 
to your mail carrier (not 
allowed to accept cash, 
and noncash gifts cannot 
exceed $20), your baby 
sitter (one to two weeks’ 
pay) and your doorman, 
if you live in an apartment 
building ($75 and up, but 
make sure it’s not less than 
last year). My daughter just 
started preschool this year, 
so we have a whole new 
category on our list, and it 
includes items like gifts for 
teachers and meeting a re¬ 
quest for the school's annu¬ 
al fund. But that was easy 
to solve. We just asked oth¬ 
er parents what they gave. 
But because these are not 
ordinary economic times, 
and a lot of people are 
unemployed or underem¬ 
ployed, some of the re¬ 
quests for money this year 
don't fit into a neat mathe¬ 
matical calculation. Should 
you respond with a gift? 
And how do you figure out 
the appropriate amount? 

I thought it worthwhile to 
ask other people how they 
were handling this. I also 
wanted to quiz experts on 
the ethics and etiquette 
of giving. Here’s what I 
learned. 

EMPATHY GIFTS 
Brian O'Connor, the direc¬ 
tor of marketing and pub¬ 
lic relations at Cunard, the 
cruise line, told me he no¬ 
ticed something different 


about the myriad requests 
he has been receiving for 
year-end donations: more 
friends asking for help. 
Appeals “range from indi¬ 
vidual friends asking me on 
Facebook for help to others 
saying, ‘I’m a little low on 
money, and I want to do 
something for the kids,'” he 
said. “That's tough." 

Such requests are what Eliz¬ 
abeth Franklin, the founder 
and chief executive of the 
Franklin Report, a high-end 
guide to service providers, 
calls “empathy gifts.” They 
are a direct response to 
the economic situation and 
the desire of someone with 
more to help someone with 
less. 

Franklin said a friend of hers 
gave a $ 1,000 tip to her hair¬ 
dresser, who was struggling 
to put her children through 
school. She said the friend 
explained it this way, “She’s 


having a harder time mak¬ 
ing ends meet than I am.” 
Melanie McGlade, who 
lives in Darien, Conn., did 
something more extreme. 
She canceled Christmas 
for her two sons, 12 and 17, 
and is giving the money she 
would have spent on their 
gifts to local charities that 
help impoverished children. 
“My kids are mad,” she said. 
“They 100 percent under¬ 
stand it and get it, and they 
know it’s the right thing. But 
it would be unnatural if they 
didn’t complain a bit.” 

Yet, she said, she reminded 
them that they get clothes 
when they need them 
throughout the year and 
will soon be taking a trip to 
Colorado. “It's not like I’m 
locking them in a closet,” 
she said. 

While her children may be 
miffed, Joshua Perry, assis¬ 
tant professor of business 


law and ethics at the Kelley 
School of Business at Indi¬ 
ana University, said such a 
gesture could remind givers 
of their own good fortune. 
“Sometimes it’s helpful 
to have a dose of humil¬ 
ity about the good fortune 
that many of us might en¬ 
joy," he said, “and to rec¬ 
ognize that over the course 
of a lifetime, a break in this 
or that other direction, and 
we could be that guy who 
is struggling.” 

O’Connor said he planned 
to discreetly send checks 
to his friends who asked for 
help. “I believe that there 
is a positive karma thing 
to keep money flowing in 
and around you, whether 
it’s a heftier tip to a great 
server or that friend who is 
strapped to pay that elec¬ 
tric bill.” 

OBLIGATIONS 

Not all holiday requests are 


born of good will. Some feel 
like old-fashioned shake- 
downs. 

That is the case with a trad¬ 
er at a bank, who asked 
not to be named for fear 
of losing her job. She re¬ 
ceived an email this month 
listing what people at dif¬ 
ferent levels should donate 
toward a holiday gift for 
the team’s assistants. The 
amounts ranged from $100 
to $250. 

“Every holiday, it’s how 
much money do you give 
to all these different peo¬ 
ple, from teachers to work 
colleagues,” she said. “It 
would be better if it was 
discretionary.” 

Her boss had no sympathy 
for her argument and es¬ 
sentially told her to fall into 
line, she said. 

“Why am I giving to a col¬ 
league and not to the Star- 
bucks guy who at least re¬ 
members what kind of cof¬ 
fee I like?” 

Anna Post, Emily Post’s 
great-great-granddaugh¬ 
ter and the co-author of the 
just-published 18th edition 
of “Emily Post’s Etiquette” 
(HarperCollins), said a per¬ 
son in this situation was out 
of luck. 

“There are some things 
that can't be solved ex¬ 
cept from the top,” she 
said. “Opting into a culture 
is important, whether or 
not you agree with all the 
finer points. You have to do 
what they do. 

It’s going to be pretty tough 
for you if you try to opt out 
of it.” 

Kristin Hanson, a jewelry de¬ 
signer in New York, views 
requests from customers, 
vendors and friends as part 
of doing business. □ 
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Canadian doctor avoids jail for transporting meds 


CAROLYN THOMPSON 
Associated Press 
BUFFALO, New York (AP) 

— A Canadian sports doc¬ 
tor sought out by superstar 
athletes for help in healing 
from injuries avoided more 
prison time Friday for bring¬ 
ing unapproved and misla¬ 
beled drugs into the United 
States for house calls. 

Dr. Anthony Galea of To¬ 
ronto was sentenced to 
time served Friday in U.S. 
District Court in Buffalo. The 
sentence amounted to a 
single day, that of Galea’s 
arrest. 

The healing specialist, who 
has helped Tiger Woods 
and other big-name ath¬ 
letes come back from inju¬ 
ries, pleaded guilty to the 
federal charge in July. Pros¬ 
ecutors have not publicly 
identified the athletes. 
Galea, 52, apologized to 
the United States, his family, 
the FBI and Homeland Se¬ 
curity during the sentenc¬ 
ing hearing in which he 


and his lawyers said his zeal 
to help injured athletes had 
made him careless about 
the rules. 

Galea wasn’t licensed 
to practice in the United 
States when he made 
more than 150 trips across 
the border to treat profes¬ 
sional football and base¬ 
ball players in 13 U.S. cities. 
Galea was widely known 
for a blood-spinning injury 
treatment, but prosecu¬ 
tors said some patients re¬ 
ceived human growth hor¬ 
mone, which is banned by 
major sports. 

“Because of my overzeal¬ 
ousness in trying to heal 
injuries I’ve caused a lot 
of pain to the ones I love,” 
Galea told U.S. District 
Judge Richard Arcara, his 
voice breaking. 

The judge said he was 
moved by more than 120 
letters of support from 
peers and patients, some 
of whom described be¬ 
ing treated by Galea at 



Dr. Anthony Galea, center, arrives at federal court for sentencing 
in Buffalo, N.Y., Friday, Dec. 16, 2011. Galea, a Canadian sports 
doctor, was indicted in October on charges he smuggled in hu¬ 
man growth hormones and other substances and lied to border 
agents to avoid getting caught. Galea is accused of treating 20 
professional athletes at their homes, hotels and friends' houses 
from October 2007 to September 2009. After pleading guilty 
to bringing unapproved and mislabeled drugs into the United 
States, Galea avoided jail time. 

(AP Photo/Dan Cappellazzo) 


no charge and others who 
credited him with healing 
injuries that other doctors 
could not. Arcara com¬ 
pared him to the fictional 
“Marcus Welby,” the kindly 
and unorthodox doctor 
from the 1970s television 
show. 

“It’s mind boggling to me 
that someone with this gift 
wouldn’t take extra steps 
to ensure he's in compli¬ 
ance with the laws of this 
country,” the judge said. 

He said Galea had only 
himself to blame for his le¬ 
gal troubles. 

Assistant U.S. Attorney Paul 
Campana had sought a 
prison term within the sen¬ 
tencing range of eight to 
14 months, saying Galea 
had engaged in “a pattern 
of deception” over two 
years and put athletes at 
risk of being in violation of 
rules. 

Galea declined to talk 
to reporters after being 
sentenced. □ 
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Letterman turns art patron for a night 



David Letterman, the CBS late-night host, at “CelebriGum,” an 
exhibition of photographs by Steve Young, a writer on Letterman's 
staff, in New York, Dec. 16, 2011. Letterman helped put together 
the exhibition, which entails images of famous guests entering 
and exiting the Ed Sullivan Theater taken from a second-story 
window, all framed to include a gray glob of gum that is affixed 
to the windowsill. 

(Robert Caplin/The New York Times) 



David Letterman, the CBS late-night host, at “CelebriGum,” an 
exhibition of photographs by Steve Young, background, a writer 
on Letterman's staff, in New York, Dec. 16, 2011. 

(Robert Caplin/The New York Times) 


DAVE ITZKOFF 
© 2011 New York Times 
NEW YORK - David Letter- 
man would be the first to 
admit that his taste in art is 
pretty malleable, if he ad¬ 
mits to having one at all. 

“I like a few things; the rest 
of it is lost on me,” he said. 
“If somebody would say to 
me, ‘This is great,' I would 
probably agree.” 

And yet there was Letter- 
man, the CBS late-night 
host, at a gallery in New 
York on Thursday night, at¬ 
tending a one-night exhibi¬ 
tion of the photographs of 
Steve Young, a writer on his 
staff, that he had helped 
put together. 

The pictures that brought 
out the “Late Show” staff for 
this art show-holiday party 
at the Ameringer McEnery 
Yohe gallery in Chelsea 
are easily described if not 
quickly comprehended. 
They were taken from a 
second-story window at 
the Ed Sullivan Theater, as 
famous guests entered and 
left the building, always 
framed to include a gray 
glob of gum affixed to the 
windowsill. And Letterman, 
dressed in a plaid shirt, kha¬ 
kis and sneakers, had no 
trouble explaining what 
he appreciated about the 
photos. 

“At the very core of it, it's 
stupid,” he said. “And so if 
you take something stupid 
and magnify it to this ex¬ 
treme, then it’s really stu¬ 
pid. And I couldn’t be hap¬ 
pier.” 

But as he and his col¬ 
leagues acknowledged 
over the course of the 
night, the photography se¬ 
ries, “CelebriGum,” is not 
quite so easily reduced or 
dismissed. 

Young, 46, who started 
working for Letterman in 
1990 on his previous NBC 
show, said he starting tak¬ 
ing the photographs about 
a year ago while meet¬ 
ing with Letterman on his 
monologue and noticing 
the gum on a window near 
his dressing room. 

“I would stand by this win¬ 
dow,” Young said, “and 
in quiet moments look out 
there and think: ‘Wow, I 
wonder how long that gum 
has been there? I wonder 
how long the gum will stay 


there? Maybe I'll start tak¬ 
ing pictures.'” 

Soon after, he said, he real¬ 
ized, “Maybe it'd be better 
if there's a celebrity getting 
out of the limo downstairs, 
if I could put the gum and 
the celebrity in the same 
picture, that would give it a 
little more pizzazz.” 

Over several months, using 
a compact Canon Pow- 
erShot camera he bought 
on eBay, Young has quietly 
documented the candid 
comings and goings of vari¬ 
ous celebrities, juxtaposed 
with a nondescript and im¬ 
mutable colorless wad. 
There are the singer and 
rapper Cee Lo Green, his 
arms outstretched to near¬ 
by fans, and the actress 
Julianne Moore, alone and 
incognito in a reflective bi¬ 
cycle helmet. The “Jersey 
Shore” star Nicole Polizzi, 
aka Snooki, chats on a cell¬ 
phone; the Kardashian sis¬ 
ters, Kim, Khloe and Kourt- 


ney, are escorted out one 
by one, protected from a 
light rain by a chaperone's 
umbrella. 

As a gift for Letterman’s 64th 
birthday last April, Young 
assembled his photographs 
in an album. His initial re¬ 
action to the pictures, Let¬ 
terman said jokingly, was, 
“Once again, my staff is 
wasting time and money 
that I’m paying them.” 

In fact, Letterman was so im¬ 
pressed by the photos that 
he started seeking ways to 
exhibit them. Other guests 
at the party were also fas¬ 
cinated with Young's work. 
Vinnie Favale, a CBS late- 
night executive, was poring 
over a photograph of the 
gum and Julia Roberts, as 
she walks a block itself pol¬ 
ka-dotted with black gum 
spots. 

“The poetry in that is unbe¬ 
lievable,” Favale said. “The 
gum that didn’t make it to 
the ledge." 


Rob Burnett, a “Late Show” 
executive producer, said 
he saw the show as a com¬ 
mentary on “the perma¬ 
nence of the gum and the 
transience of the celeb¬ 
rity." 

“That gum'll be there long 
after these celebrities are 
gone,” he added. 

Despite what he had said 
earlier, Letterman indicat¬ 
ed two photos that he en¬ 
joyed for more than their 
stupidity. One was of Gov. 
Rick Perry of Texas leaving 
a car. “The phalanx of re¬ 
porters, the angle at which 
he seems to be falling out 
of the limousine, I think is 
tremendous,” Letterman 
said. 

The other was a picture of 
himself on West 53rd Street, 
having just hiked a football 
to Joe Namath, who in turn 
was preparing to pass it to 
Alec Baldwin. 

“I like to think that that's 
how I'll be remembered,” 
Letterman deadpanned. 
“Doubled over in the 
street.” Then, in a more sin¬ 
cere tone, he added that 
he was helping make Bald¬ 
win's “dream come true.” 
“What am I ever going 
to be able to do for Alec 
Baldwin that will make a 
difference in his life?" Let¬ 
terman said, indicating the 
photograph. “Well, there." 
Letterman said he used 
to be a bit of an amateur 
photographer himself, 
just before digital camera 
technology became com¬ 
monplace, and enjoyed 
taking pictures that he de¬ 
scribed as “mostly candid 
portraits of random people 
on vacation." 

But then, he said: “It was ex¬ 
plained to me that if you're 
really going to take photo¬ 
graphs, you have to under¬ 
stand the art of it and the 
science of it. I thought I had 
a pretty good eye. But I re¬ 
alized I have to stop. I was 
only ever going to have 50 
percent of it, so I quit.” 

Even before modern tech¬ 
nology came along to be¬ 
fuddle him, Letterman said 
he was not about to set 
foot in any darkrooms. 

“I knew if I start handling 
these nitrates and mercury 
or whatever the hell they 
were, that I would kill my¬ 
self,” Letterman said. □ 



Social media 
reduce allure of 
school reunions 


DOUGLAS QUENQUA 
© 2011 New York Times 

Is the high school reunion 
past its prime? 

There are people for 
whom seeing old class¬ 
mates in person will never 
lose its appeal: Sipping 
watered-down cocktails 
with the first girl they ever 
kissed or the first guy they 
smoked a cigarette with 
carries a nostalgic charge 
that status updates and 
digital photo albums 
can’t replace. 

But for those who always 
pictured their reunion as 
an episode of “Where Are 
They Now?" - a chance 
to see who’s done well, 
who’s gone downhill and 
who would like to apolo¬ 
gize - the entire institution 
feels a bit deflated now 
that, thanks to Facebook 
and similar sites, nobody 
really has to lose touch 
anymore. 

“Social networking has 
robbed us of our nostal¬ 
gia," said Michael Fox, 
who attended his 20-year 
high school reunion in No¬ 
vember at a bar in Larch- 
mont, N.Y. Fox, a New Ro¬ 
chelle High School gradu¬ 
ate who lives in New York, 
said he attended his re¬ 
union to see the adult 
version of his classmates. 
But he was disappointed 
to find there was little he 
didn't already know be¬ 
cause of Facebook. 

“Even as a borderline user 
of social networking, I 
have a pretty good grasp 
of where people are, 
what they do, their fam¬ 
ily life, etc.,” he said. “So 
a lot of the mystery of the 
traditional reunion was 
missing.” 

Add high school reunions 
to the list of cultural fa¬ 
miliarities forever altered 
by our hyperconnected 
lifestyle. Like camping out 
for concert tickets and 
plots that hinge on missed 
phone calls, the clas¬ 
sic notion of the reunion, 
solidified by movies like 
“Peggy Sue Got Married” 
and “Romy and Michele's 
High School Reunion," is 
becoming as old-fash¬ 
ioned as oversize Benet¬ 
ton sweaters. □ 
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Assistant college coach says he saw molestation 



Penn State Assistant Football Coach Mike McQueary departs the 
Dauphin County Court Friday, Dec 16,2011 in Harrisburg, PA. Mc¬ 
Queary, speaking for the first time in public about the 2002 en¬ 
counter in a Penn State locker room, said he believes that Jerry 
Sandusky was attacking a child with his hands around the boy’s 
waist but said he wasn’t 100 percent sure it was intercourse. 

(AP Photo/The Patriot-News, Joe Hermitt) 


MARK SCOLFORO 
MARYCLAIRE DALE 
Associated Press 
HARRISBURG, Pennsylvania 
(AP) — The assistant foot¬ 
ball coach heard running 
water and rhythmic, slap¬ 
ping sounds of “skin on skin” 
when he walked into the 
Penn State locker room. He 
looked in a mirror and saw 
a naked former assistant 
coach, holding a young 
boy by the waist from be¬ 
hind, up against the wall in 
the campus shower. 

Mike McQueary's testimo¬ 
ny Friday at a preliminary 
hearing for two Penn State 
officials accused of cov¬ 
ering up fhe sfory was fhe 
most detailed, public ac¬ 
count yet of child sex abuse 
allegations against former 
coach Jerry Sandusky. The 
charges have upended 
the university’s famed foof- 


Senate reaches tentative 

agreement on budget 

Continued from Front 

Republican senators leav¬ 
ing a closed-door meet¬ 
ing put the price tag of the 
two-month package at 
about $30 billion and said 
the cost would be covered 
through a fee on mortgag¬ 
es backed by Fannie Mae 
and Freddie Mac. 

The legislation would also 
provide a 60-day reprieve 
from a scheduled 27 per¬ 
cent cut in the fees paid 
to doctors who treat Medi¬ 
care patients. 

Several officials said it 
would require a decision 
within 60 days on the pipe¬ 
line, with the president re¬ 
quired to authorize con¬ 
struction unless he deter¬ 
mined that would not be in 
the national interest. 
Obama recently an¬ 
nounced he was postpon¬ 
ing a decision until after 
the 2012 elections on the 
much-studied proposal. 


ball program and the entire 
central Pennsylvania cam¬ 
pus. 

Former head coach Joe 
Paterno and the university 
president have lost their 
jobs, and officials Tim Cur¬ 
ley and Gary Schulfz are 
accused of lying to a grand 
jury about what McQueary 
told them. 

“I just saw Coach Sandusky 
in the showers with a boy 
and what I saw was wrong 
and sexual,” McQueary re¬ 
called telling his father that 
night in 2002. He repeated 
it the next morning to Pa¬ 
terno, who slumped deep 
into his chair at his kitchen 
table. 

“He said, Tm sorry you had 
to see that,’” McQueary 
said. 

A Pennsylvania judge on 
Friday held Curley, the uni¬ 
versity’s athletic director, 


Environmentalists oppose 
the project, but several 
unions support it, putting 
the president in the un¬ 
comfortable position of 
having to choose between 
customary political allies. 
Senators in both parties 
hastened to claim credit. 
Sen. Richard Lugar, R-Ind., 
issued a statement that 
said the compromise in¬ 
cluded legislation he au¬ 
thored “that forces Presi¬ 
dent Obama to make a 
decision” on the pipeline. 
Sen. 

Max Baucus, D-Mont„ said 
he had “brokered a final 
deal by bringing lawmak¬ 
ers from both parties to¬ 
gether to support jobs.” 
Officials said fhaf in private 
talks, the two sides had 
hoped to reach agree¬ 
ment on the full one-year 
extension of payroll tax 
cuts and jobless benefits 
that Obama had made 
the centerpiece of the jobs 
program he submitted to 
Congress last fallO 


and Schultz, a retired senior 
vice president, for trial after 
the daylong hearing. 

Curley said that McQueary 
never relayed the serious¬ 
ness of what he saw, and 
said he was only told that 
Sandusky was “horsing 
around" with a boy but that 


his conduct wasn’t sexual. 
He said he told the univer¬ 
sity president about the 
episode and the top offi¬ 
cial af a children’s charity 
that Sandusky founded, but 
never told university police. 
“I didn’t see any reason 
because I didn’t think at 


the time it was a crime,” 
he told the grand jury, ac¬ 
cording to testimony read 
into the record on Friday. 
Curley, Schultz and Pater¬ 
no have been criticized for 
never felling police about 
the 2002 charges. Prosecu¬ 
tors say Sandusky contin¬ 
ued to abuse boys for six 
more years. Sandusky has 
denied having inappropri¬ 
ate sexual contact with 
boys. 

In about two hours on the 
witness stand, McQueary 
said again and again that 
what he saw was a sexual 
act, although he stopped 
short of saying he was sure 
that Sandusky, now 67, had 
raped the boy. 

“I believe Jerry was sexu¬ 
ally molesting him and hav¬ 
ing some type of sexual 
intercourse with him,” Mc¬ 
Queary said on Friday. He 
said later he “can’t say 100 
percent" that Sandusky 
and the boy were having 
intercourse because he 
was seeing Sandusky from 
behind. □ 
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Iraqi admits trying to send weapons to al-Qaida 


BRUCE SCHREINER 
Associated Press 
BOWLING GREEN, Kentucky 
(AP) — An Iraqi man who 
had claimed he was inno¬ 
cent of terrorism-related 
charges did an abrupt 
about-face Friday, plead¬ 
ing guilty to trying to fun¬ 
nel weapons and cash to 
al-Qaida operatives in his 
home country. 

Waad Ramadan Alwan, 
30, appeared in federal 
court in this south-central 
Kentucky college town to 
plead guilty to conspiring 
to attack American soldiers 
in Iraq, conspiring to use a 
weapon of mass destruc¬ 
tion and attempting to pro¬ 
vide material support to ter¬ 
rorists. 

Alwan was arrested in May 
in Bowling Green and had 


previously pleaded not 
guilty to charges in an in¬ 
dictment that also named 
fellow Iraqi Mohanad Sha- 
reef Hammadi. 

Alwan’s attorney, federal 
Public Defender Scott Wen- 
delsdorf, declined to com¬ 
ment after the hearing. 
“Today in open court, 
Waad Alwan admitted to 
engaging in terrorist activi¬ 
ties both here in the United 
States and in Iraq,” U.S. At¬ 
torney David J. Hale said 
in a statement. “He ac¬ 
knowledged he had built 
and placed numerous im¬ 
provised explosive devices 
(lEDs) aimed at killing and 
injuring American soldiers in 
Iraq, and he admitted that 
he tried to send numerous 
weapons from Kentucky 
to Iraq to be used against 
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Waad Ramadan Alwan, right, arrives at the William H. Natcher Federal Courthouse for a deten¬ 
tion hearing on Friday, Dec. 16, 2011 in Bowling Green, Ky. Waad Ramadan Alwan, 30, appeared 
in federal court in this south-central Kentucky college town and pleaded guilty to conspiring to 
attack American soldiers in Iraq and to use a weapon of mass destruction and to attempting to 
provide material support to terrorists. 

(AP Photo/Daily News, Alex Slitz) 


American soldiers.” 

Hale said the joint efforts of 
federal and local law en¬ 
forcement had thwarted 
“the ongoing intentions of 
an experienced terrorist.” 
“The guilty plea today sends 
a strong message to any¬ 
one who would attempt 
similar crimes that they will 
face the same determined 
law enforcement and pros¬ 
ecution efforts,” he said. 
Alwan, appearing in an 
orange jail jumpsuit and 
wearing leg irons, pleaded 
guilty to all 23 counts in the 
indictment against him with 
an interpreter seated next 


to him. 

At one point in the pro¬ 
ceedings, Alwan nodded 
and quietly told the inter¬ 
preter he understood the 
charges and possible pen¬ 
alties. 

He faces a possible sen¬ 
tence of 25 years to life 
in prison when he is sen¬ 
tenced April 3. 

Alwan pleaded guilty to 
charges of conspiracy to kill 
U.S. nationals abroad, con¬ 
spiracy to use a weapon of 
mass destruction against 
U.S. nationals abroad, dis¬ 
tributing information on 
how to make and use im¬ 


provised explosive devices, 
attempting to provide ma¬ 
terial support to terrorists 
and conspiracy to transfer, 
possess and export Stinger 
missiles. 

Hammadi, 24, was not men¬ 
tioned during the hearing, 
and no trial date has been 
set for him. Hale declined to 
say whether Alwan would 
testify against his co-de¬ 
fendant. “We can’t discuss 
that issue,” he said. 
Hammadi’s attorney, 
James Earhart, said Friday 
that the Alwan’s guilty plea 
does not affect Hammadi’s 
case. □ 


Congress puts spy world on money diet 


KIMBERLY DOZIER 
AP Intelligence Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Con¬ 
gress is putting the spy 
world on a diet by trimming 
back planned growth in 
staff and high-tech surveil¬ 
lance programs. 

Next year’s budget stays 
roughly the same as this 
year’s, at just under $80 bil¬ 
lion, and the bill does not 


cancel any programs. 

But the bill passed Friday 
eliminates many planned 
new hires and denies ex¬ 
tra money requested to 
expand some existing 
big-ticket items like multi- 
billion-dollar spy satellites. 
Congress left alone plans 
to finance more staff for 
cybersecurity and tracking 
terrorists. 


The officials spoke on con¬ 
dition of anonymity to dis¬ 
cuss classified matters. 

One change in the new 
measure: Families of intel¬ 
ligence officers will get the 
same financial help for buri¬ 
al expenses as those of uni¬ 
formed military, if officers 
are killed by terroristsO 
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Huntsman counts on N.H., 
fizzling of GOP favorites 

ADAM C. SMITH, 

© 2011 St. Petersburg Times 
PETERBOROUGH, N.H. 

Some candidates walk into a room and their presence fills 
it like a floodlight. 

Jon Huntsman walks into a room and, well, he's in the 
room. More like an energy-saving lightbulb. 

No bombast, no soaring rhetoric, no fire. The former Utah 
governor and ambassador to China exudes competence 
and substance, but he speaks conversationally, almost 
like a man slightly embarrassed to be there. 

"I just want your vote. I’m not going to pander,” he told 
several dozen seniors at the Peterborough Rotary Club this 
week, as much of the political world was consumed with 
the barbs flying between front-runners Newt Gingrich and 
Mitt Romney. 

"I'm not going to contort myself into a pretzel. I’m not go¬ 
ing to sign those silly pledges that all the other candidates 
have signed. I'm not going to show up to a Donald Trump 
debate. There are just some things I will not do.” 

Dead man walking? Not necessarily. 

In the volatile GOP presidential primary that has seen Mi¬ 
chele Bachmann rise and fall, Rick Perry soar and im¬ 
plode, Herman Cain rocket to the top and fizzle, and now 
Newt Gingrich at the top, maybe it’s not so crazy to think 
Huntsman will get the next shot of momentum. 

"I’m very impressed. He’s a breath of fresh air,” retiree 
Frederic Hartman said after listening to Huntsman talk 
about the need for dramatic spending cuts, for cutting 
back military entanglements around the world and for 
term limits and ethics reforms for Congress. "He’s just more 
rational than the other candidates who are just beating 
each other up.” 

Huntsman, 51, barely registers in polls of key early-voting 
states, including Florida, Iowa and South Carolina. But sev¬ 
eral commentators, including George Will, former Florida 
U.S. Rep. Joe Scarborough and RedState blogger Erick Er¬ 
ickson, with serious reservations about the electability and 
conservatism of Gingrich and Romney have suggested 
Huntsman deserves a second look. 

It’s a long shot, and Huntsman is staking everything on 
New Hampshire, which has a tradition of embracing un¬ 
derdogs and upending political narratives. 

The average of recent New Hampshire polls compiled 
by RealClearPolitics shows Huntsman in a distant fourth 
place, with 10 percent support, behind Romney with 34 
percent, Gingrich with 24 and Ron Paul with 18 percent. 
New Hampshire voters tend to make up their minds at the 
very end, but a lot has to go right for Huntsman to have a 
shot and a lot of it is out of his control. 

Through September, he had less than $330,000 in his cam¬ 
paign account and more than $3 million in campaign 
debt. Helping fuel the campaign’s mild uptick in the New 
Hampshire polls has been TV advertising by an indepen¬ 
dently operating political group. Our Destiny PAC, be¬ 
lieved to be heavily funded by his father, billionaire indus¬ 
trialist and philanthropist Jon Huntsman Sr. 

Legally the campaign can't communicate or devise strat¬ 
egy with the pro-Huntsman group, but campaign officials 
make perfectly clear they need its resources. 

”We need air cover, but we can’t coordinate in that. If it 
happens, it happens. If it doesn’t, it doesn’t,” said senior 
adviser John Weaver. 

The Huntsman path involves a muddled result at the Jan. 
3 Iowa caucuses and a poor showing by Romney, with 
whom he is competing for many of the same votes. Then 
a strong showing in New Hampshire on Jan. 10 would gen¬ 
erate the momentum to drive Huntsman through South 
Carolina on Jan. 21 and Florida on Jan. 31. 

First, though. Huntsman has to connect with voters. 

It’s no sure thingO 


Ex-Bermuda leader’s son sentenced in US case 


GREG RISLING 

Associated Press 

LOS ANGELES (AP) — The 

physician son of Bermu¬ 
da’s former premier was 
sentenced Friday to 1214 
years in state prison for 
fondling female patients 
during breast and pelvic 
exams. 

Superior Court Judge Mi¬ 
chael Pastor said Kevin An- 
tario Brown preyed upon 
vulnerable patients and 
had very “serious charac¬ 
ter flaws." 

Brown, however, denied 
any wrongdoing and said 
at the hearing he’s not a 
sexual deviant. 

“I know who I am,” Brown 
said. “I am not the man 
they made up.” 

Brown, 40, was found guilty 
in August of 21 counts, in¬ 
cluding sexual battery, 
sexual exploitation and 
committing a lewd act. A 
jury deadlocked on eight 



Kevin Antario Brown, a doc¬ 
tor who sexually assaulted 
eight female patients and an 
undercover detective while 
working at three medical fa¬ 
cilities in Los Angeles and 
Glendale, Calif., listens as he 
is sentenced to 12 years and 
six months in prison, at the Los 
Angeles Criminal Justice Cen¬ 
ter in Los Angeles Friday, Dec. 
16, 2011. Brown, the son of for¬ 
mer Bermuda Premier Ewart 
Brown, was convicted in Au¬ 
gust of 21 felony counts. 

(AP Photo/Nick Ut) 


other charges. 

Brown attacked 11 patients 
over five years at three of 
his clinics, and the women 
were given unnecessary 
breast or pelvic exams for 
unrelated complaints such 
as lightheadedness or flu¬ 
like symptoms, prosecutors 
said. Among his victims 
were a 15-year-old girl and 
an undercover police offi¬ 
cer. 

During closing arguments. 
Deputy District Attorney 
Ann-Marie Wise cited the 
testimony of one victim 
who came in to be evalu¬ 
ated for weight loss treat¬ 
ment and said she had her 
breasts fondled after being 
told she needed a mam¬ 
mogram. 

One of the women testified 
before sentencing that she 
went into deep depression 
and had flashbacks when 
Brown sexually assaulted 
her in April 20080 
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Syrians protest Assad as Arabs delay crisis talks 



Syrian demonstrators raise posters showing Syria's President Bashar Assad as they perform an 
oath to defend their country at Sabe Bahrat square in downtown Damascus, Syria, on Friday, 
Dec. 16, 2011, during a rally to support President Bashar Assad. Syrian security forces opened 
fire on anti-government protesters after Friday prayers at several locations around the coun¬ 
try, while the army sent reinforcements into a southern area where military defectors recently 
launched deadly attacks on regime troops. 

( AP Photo/ Bassem Tellawi) 


BASSEM MROUE 
Associated Press 
BEIRUT (AP) — Tens of thou¬ 
sands of Syrians, some of 
them calling for their presi¬ 
dent's execution, protested 
against the authoritarian re¬ 
gime on Friday, as the Arab 
League indefinitely post¬ 
poned a meeting on the cri¬ 
sis because of divisions over 
how to stop the bloodshed. 
Security forces opened fire 
during protests and conduct¬ 
ed security raids in several 
places around the country, 
killing at least 10 people, most 
of them in Syria’s rebellious 
central region, activists said. 
The army also sent reinforce¬ 
ments into a southern area 
where military defectors re¬ 
cently launched deadly at¬ 
tacks on regime troops. 

The demonstrators urged 
Arab leaders to move quick¬ 
ly to try to end the violence, 
saying the Arab League's 
delays were allowing the 
regime of President Bashar 
Assad more time to kill. 

“The Arab League is killing 
us,” read some of the ban¬ 
ners held at Friday’s dem¬ 
onstrations. The 22-mem- 
ber League has proposed 
a peace plan, suspended 
Syria’s membership and im¬ 
posed sanctions but has not 
been able to agree on next 
steps after Syria refused to 
allow in monitors to ensure 
compliance with the peace 
proposal. It was supposed to 
meet Saturday, but an Arab 
League diplomat said divi¬ 
sions among members na¬ 
tions over what to do next 


forced a delay. Instead, 
a smaller group of five 
Arab foreign ministers 
tasked with overseeing 
the implementation of 
the body's demands on 
Syria will meet Saturday in 
Doha, Qatar, he said. 

The U.N. Security Council 
is waiting to see what the 
Arab League does be¬ 
fore it goes ahead with a 
U.N. resolution. Because 
of Russia's strong objec¬ 
tions to sanctions. West¬ 


ern powers want to follow 
the Arab League’s lead. 
The diplomat, who spoke 
on condition of anonymity 
because he was not au¬ 
thorized to discuss the de¬ 
tails, said Iraq, Egypt, Alge¬ 
ria, Sudan, Lebanon and 
Oman favor an Arab-led 
solution to the Syrian crisis 
and reject Western politi¬ 
cal interference. Another 
camp led by Gulf nations, 
as well as Tunisia and Libya, 
is seeking the help of the in¬ 


ternational community in 
pushing for Assad’s ouster, 
he said. 

Despite their differences, 
Arab leaders are op¬ 
posed to a scenario simi¬ 
lar to that of Libya, where 
NATO intervention helped 
rebels fighters oust Moam- 
mar Gadhafi and shat¬ 
tered the country’s secu¬ 
rity apparatus. 

Syria has said it would ac¬ 
cept Arab monitors under 
certain conditions, includ¬ 


ing the lifting of sanctions. 
The Arab League has said it 
is still studying the Syrian con¬ 
ditions. 

Meanwhile, Syria’s main op¬ 
position group, the Syrian 
National Council, held its first 
congress in Tunisia Friday in 
an attempt to inject “more 
force and energy” into the 
opposition movement. 

“The goal is to invest our 
struggle with more force 
and energy to stop the kill¬ 
ings that the criminal regime 
does not cease to carry 
out,” said council leader 
Burhan Ghalioun. The Brit¬ 
ish-based Syrian Observa¬ 
tory for Human Rights said 
more than 200,000 people 
marched Friday in different 
neighborhoods of the restive 
central city of Homs to de¬ 
nounce Assad’s regime. The 
turnout could not be con¬ 
firmed as Syrian authorities 
have banned most journal¬ 
ists from covering events on 
the ground. The Observatory 
and the Local Coordination 
Committees activist network 
both said security forces 
killed at least 10 people, six 
of them in Homs. A Homs- 
based activist said about 
10,000 protesters took part in 
a demonstration in the tense 
neighborhood of Khaldiyeh 
alone and dispersed peace¬ 
fully without being attacked 
by security forces. Tens of 
thousands took part in other 
protests around the city, said 
the activist who asked that 
his name not be made pub¬ 
lic for fear of government 
reprisals.□ 
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Egypt’s military clashes with protesters 



Egyptian army soldiers arrest a woman protester during clashes with military police near Cairo's 
downtown Tahrir Square, Friday, Dec. 16, 2011. Activists say the clashes began after soldiers 
severely beat a young man who was part of a sit-in outside the Cabinet building. 

(AP Photo/Str) 


AYA BATRAWY 
Associated Press 
CAIRO (AP) — Soldiers 
stormed an anti-military pro¬ 
test camp outside Egypt’s 
Cabinet building Friday, 
beating women with sticks 
and hurling chunks of con¬ 
crete and glass onto pro¬ 
testers from the roof of the 
parliament in a resurgence 
of turmoil only a day after 
millions voted in parliamen¬ 
tary elections. 

At least three protesters 
were shot to death in the 
clashes, including a promi¬ 
nent Muslim cleric, activists 
said. The heavy-handed as¬ 
sault was apparently an at¬ 
tempt to clear out protesters 
who have been camped 
out in front of the building for 
three weeks demanding the 
ruling military leave power. 
But the mayhem — which 
came despite promises from 
the army-appointed prime 
minister that the protesters 
would not be cleared by 
force — threatened to spark 
a new round of violence af¬ 
ter deadly clashes between 
youth revolutionaries and 
security forces in November 
that lasted for days and left 
more than 40 dead. 

Several women protesters 
cowered on the pavement 
as military police beat them 
with truncheons and long 
sticks. Another woman was 
seen bring dragged away 
by her hair by soldiers. 
Plainclothes and uniformed 
security officers threw slabs 
of concrete and stones on 
protesters from atop the par¬ 
liament building, according 
to state TV footage and vid¬ 
eos and photos posted by 
protesters on social network¬ 


ing sites. Protesters threw 
fire bombs and rocks at the 
security officers, lighting a 
part of parliament on fire 
and chanting “Down with 
the military.” 

“It's pretty ironic that the 
military is throwing rocks 
at protesters from the par¬ 
liament building, where a 
sign is hanging that says 
democracy is the power of 
the people,” protester Mo- 
stafa Sheshtawy said. 

Hours after sunset, the 
crowds of protesters had 
grown to hundreds and 
clashes continued, with 
youths hiding behind a 
makeshift barrier of metal 
sheets and an overturned 
car, throwing volleys of 
stones at military police 
lined up in the broad av¬ 
enue in front of the parlia¬ 
ment and Cabinet head¬ 
quarters. 

There were reports of live 
gunfire from the rooftops. 
One protester, Islam Mo¬ 
hammed, said a fellow 
protester pushed him aside 


and was hit by a bullet in 
the stomach. “He took a 
bullet instead of me and 
fell to the ground. I have 
his blood on my shirt and 
hands,” Mohammed 
said. The condition of the 
wounded man was not 
known. 

Sahar Abdel-Mohsen, a 
youth activist, said she saw 
the bodies of two slain pro¬ 
testers brought to a Cairo 
hospital, both with gunshot 
wounds. “The blood is still 
dripping from the head of 
one of them,” a 22-year- 
old man, she told The Asso¬ 
ciated Press. 

The other was shot in the 
chest, she said. A Health 
Ministry official, speaking 
on condition of anonymity 
because of he was not au¬ 
thorized to talk to the press, 
confirmed the two deaths. 
Also killed was Sheik Emad 
Effat, a cleric from Al- 
Azhar, Egypt's most emi¬ 
nent religious institution, 
said Ibrahim el-Houdaiby, a 
prominent activist. He said 


Effat — who has taken a 
pro-revolutionary position, 
criticizing the military and 
issuing a religious decree 
forbidding voting for former 
members of the regime in 
elections — was shot in the 


heart after joining the pro¬ 
testers outside the Cabinet. 
The Health Ministry said 
at least 222 people were 
injured, including bro¬ 
ken bones and gunshot 
wounds. The assault was 
likely to re-ignite the ten¬ 
sions between revolu¬ 
tionaries and the military, 
which took power after the 
Feb. 11 resignation of Hosni 
Mubarak. The youth activ¬ 
ists who led the protests that 
ousted Mubarak accuse 
the military of acting in the 
same authoritarian way as 
the former president. Ziad 
el-Oleimi, an activist who 
won a parliament seat in 
the first round of elections 
on Nov. 28-29, told AP that 
military police beat him 
with sticks on his torso and 
arms and told him, “Don’t 
imagine the parliament will 
protect you.'O 
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Norwegian discount airline in it for the long haul 


KARL RITTER 
Associated Press 
STOCKHOLM (AP) — Norwe¬ 
gian Air Shuttle ASA aims to 
become the first European 
discount carrier to launch 
long-haul operations, with 
flights to New York and 
Bangkok scheduled to start 
in early 2013, the compa¬ 
ny’s chief executive said. 

In the same way that low- 
cost carriers, including Ry¬ 
anair, EasyJet and Norwe¬ 
gian, have put other air¬ 
lines under pressure within 
Europe “we're going to see 
the same shift in long haul,” 
CEO Bjoern Kjos, a former 
fighfer pilof, told The Asso¬ 
ciated Press in an interview 
on Friday. 

Norwegian — one of Eu¬ 
rope’s fastest-growing 
airlines — has ordered six 
Boeing 787 Dreamliners for 
its planned intercontinen¬ 
tal operations. Kjos noted 
that Malaysian budget car¬ 
rier Air Asia X already has 
long-haul flights from Kuala 
Lumpur fo European desti¬ 
nations. 

“In 10-15 years, the num¬ 
ber of passengers flying 
from the East to Europe 
will be significantly larger 
than that the total number 
of passengers flying wifhin 
Europe," Kjos told AP at Ar- 
landa Airport, one of Nor¬ 
wegian's four Nordic hubs. 
“Our future competition will 
be the Asian companies,” 



Norwegian Air Shuttle ASA 
aims to become the first Eu¬ 
ropean discount carrier to 
launch long-haul operations, 
with flights to New York and 
Bangkok scheduled to start 
in early 2013, the company's 
chief executive said. 

he said. 

Kjos owns 27 percent of 
Norwegian, founded in 
1993 and listed on the Oslo 
stock exchange 10 years 
later. After struggling to 
make a profit in its early 
years, Norwegian bought 
competitor FlyNordic from 
Finnairin 2007 and ordered 
42 new Boeing 737 planes, 
lowering fuel and main¬ 
tenance costs, which Kos 
said has been key to keep¬ 
ing prices down. 
Norwegian is now the No. 2 
airline in Scandinavia, and 
aggressively challenging 
tri-nation carrier SAS, the 
market leader, rather than 
trying to compete with oth¬ 
er low-cost airlines. 


“They are an old company 
that was created in a time 
when you didn't have to 
think about costs, you just 
raised ticket prices,” said 
Kjos, who writes spy novels 
in his spare time. “It’s much 
easier to compete with SAS 
than Ryanair.” 

SAS chief commercial of¬ 
ficer Robin Kamark noted 
the airline trimmed costs 
in a savings program that 
helped it offer better rates 
while returning to profitabil¬ 
ity last year. 

“We have very good prices 
and customers are obvi¬ 
ously very happy,” Kamark 
said. “We listen to our cus¬ 
tomers and not what Bjoern 
Kjos says about SAS.” 

About Norwegian's 


ADRIANA GOMEZ LICON 
MEXICO CITY (AP) — A city 
in southern Mexico wants 
to live each moment as if it 
were the last. 

Tourism officials in Tapach- 
ula have installed a digital 
clock to count down the 
time left before the Dec. 21, 
2012, solstice, when some 
believe the world will end. 
The clock starts Dec. 21, a 
year before the supposed 
apocalypse. 


planned long-haul flights, 
Kamark noted it was a “to¬ 
tally different game" than 
what the budget carrier 
was used to. “We wish them 
welcome to the market," 
he said. “SAS will be well 
prepared for the competi¬ 
tion.” 

Unlike Ryanair, Norwegian 
has been trying to slash 
costs without cutting as 
many services. Norwegian 
flights have designated 
seating, and about half the 
planes in the fleet even of¬ 
fer wireless Infernef access 
for free. 

Kjos said Norwegian would 
be able to offer low fares on 
long-haul flights because of 
the lower operational costs 
of the new Dreamliner air- 


Chiapas state tourism re¬ 
gional director Manolo Al¬ 
fonso Pinot said Friday that 
Mayan priests will perform a 
ceremony at the nearby ar¬ 
chaeological site of Izapa. 
Maya experts say the 
doomsday fears are a mis¬ 
reading of Maya stone in¬ 
scriptions that mention the 
date, saying the Mayans 
only considered it the end 
of one calendar cycle and 
the beginning of another. 


craft. Unlike a legacy car¬ 
rier, on a Norwegian flight 
there will hardly be any 
difference between flying 
business class and econo¬ 
my class, he said. 

“There will be wider seats 
for those who want to pay 
more, but there will be no 
real difference in flying busi¬ 
ness; the seat will be the 
only difference,” he said. 
Before becoming a lawyer 
and businessman, Kjos flew 
fighter jets in Norway's Air 
Force during the Cold War. 
He said the experience of 
intercepting Soviet war¬ 
planes nearing Norwegian 
airspace helped him devel¬ 
op an ability to “evaluate 
risk” — a skill he’s found use¬ 
ful in business ventures. □ 


Pinot said he doesn’t be¬ 
lieve the world will end, but 
looks at it as a sort of begin¬ 
ning, in the business sense 
at least. 

“A lot of people know they 
can fill their body with en¬ 
ergy if they come to these 
exceptional sites,” he said. 
“If people are interested, 
we have to take advan¬ 
tage of this.” 

Tapachula, best known 
as a gritty border town 
crossed by Central Ameri¬ 
can migrants en route to 
the United States, is not a 
popular Mayan tourism 
destination. 

But nearby Izapa is a place 
where many stelae have 
been found, including the 
“Tree of Life” stone dis¬ 
covered in the 1950s and 
thought to convey an an¬ 
cient Mayan taleO 
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Congo upholds president’s victory 


SALEH MWANAMILONGO 
Associated Press 
KINSHASA, Congo (AP) — 

Congo's supreme court 
upheld President Joseph 
Kabila’s victory following a 
contested election, raising 
fears of more violence in 
sub-Saharan Africa’s larg¬ 
est nation because the 
main opposition candidate 
already has rejected the 
results showing he placed 
second. 

The November election 
was only the second dem¬ 
ocratic vote in Congo's 51- 
year history, and the first to 
be organized by the Con¬ 
golese government rather 
than by the international 
community. Observers 
have expressed concern 
about irregularities, saying 
voter turnout results were 
impossibly high in some dis¬ 
tricts. 

Kabila, Congo's incumbent 
president, had faced 10 
candidates, including Eti¬ 
enne Tshisekedi, a 79-year- 
old longtime opposition 
leader who is enormously 
popular with the country’s 
impoverished masses. Ob¬ 
servers fear unrest if Tsh¬ 
isekedi orders his supporters 
to take to the streets. So 
far, Tshisekedi has called 
for calm, telling his support¬ 
ers to await his instructions. 
Another opposition candi¬ 
date, Vital Kamerhe, had 
appealed to Congo's su¬ 
preme court to annul the 
presidential vote, but the 
court said late Friday that 
his complaint was ground¬ 
less and lacked sufficient 
evidence. The decision 
was announced by Justice 
Jerome Kitoko, the court’s 
vice president. 

Kabila first came to power 
after his father’s assassina¬ 
tion and now has led the 
massive, mineral-rich Cen¬ 
tral African nation for a 
decade. Results released 


one week ago showed he 
had 49 percent of the vote, 
and Tshisekedi had 32 per¬ 
cent of the nearly 19 million 
votes cast. 

Just 24 hours after those 
results were published, U.S. 
observers from the Atlan¬ 
ta-based Carter Center 
founded by former Presi¬ 
dent Jimmy Carter issued a 
statement saying the vote 
lacked credibility. 

David Pottie, one of the 
senior observers with the 
Carter Center, said it was 
impossible to have 100 
percent voter turnout in a 
region where less than 2 
percent of the roads are 
paved, and equally im¬ 
probable for all the votes 
to go to Kabila, when there 
were 11 candidates on the 
ballot. 

Country experts and oppo¬ 
sition leaders originally had 



Young men suspected of being militant supporters of opposi¬ 
tion candidate Etienne Tshisekedi are forced into a police truck 
as they are arrested near opposition party headquarters in the 
Limete district of Kinshasa, Congo. Clashes between police and 
opposition militants continued on Monday, as police dispersed 
a group of Tshisekedi supporters protesting the results of Congo’s 
recent presidential election. The chorus of voices calling into 
question the results from Congo’s election is growing louder, and 
on Monday the country’s influential clergy as well as the United 
Nations joined those that are now casting doubt on the victory of 
President Joseph Kabila. 

(AP Photo/John Bompengo) 


urged the government to 
delay the vote due to mas¬ 
sive logistical problems. In¬ 
stead, the poll went ahead 
although it was extended 
by several days so that 
more voters could cast bal¬ 
lots. 

Congo sprawls across an 
area the size of Western Eu¬ 
rope in the heart of Africa 
and neighbors nine other 
countries. Some districts of 
Congo, which suffered de¬ 
cades of dictatorship and 
two civil wars, are so re¬ 
mote that ballot boxes had 
to be transported across 
muddy trails on the heads 
of porters, and by dugout 
canoe across churning riv¬ 
ers. The election took place 
amid significant unrest in 
Congo's east, where doz¬ 
ens of militia groups and 
rebels continue to terrorize 
people.Q 


Russian customs seize Iran radioactive metal 


NATALIYA VASILYEVA 
Associated Press 
MOSCOW (AP) — Rus¬ 
sia’s customs agency an¬ 
nounced Friday it has 
seized pieces of radioac¬ 
tive metal from the lug¬ 
gage of an Iranian passen¬ 
ger bound for Tehran from 
one of Moscow’s main air¬ 
ports. 

It was not immediately 
clear if the substance could 
be any use to Iran’s contro¬ 
versial nuclear program. 
Iran’s semi-official news 
agency ISNA confirmed 
that material had been 
seized from the luggage 
of an Iranian passenger in 
Moscow about a month 
ago, but denied it was ra¬ 
dioactive. 

Russia's Federal Customs 
Service said in a statement 
that agents found 18 piec¬ 
es of metal, packed in steel 
pencil cases, at Moscow’s 


Sheremetyevo airport after 
a radiation alert went off. 
It said the gauges showed 
that radiation levels were 
20 times higher than nor¬ 
mal. 

Spokeswoman Kseniya 


Grebenkina told The Asso¬ 
ciated Press the luggage 
was seized some time 
ago, but did not specify 
when. The Iranian wasn’t 
detained, she said, and it 
was not clear whether he 


was still in Russia or not. 
She did not give his name. 
The pieces contained So¬ 
dium-22, she said, a radio¬ 
active isotope of sodium 
that could be produced in 
a particle accelerator.Q 
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ICC dismisses charges against Rwandan suspect 


MIKE CORDER 

Associated Press 

THE HAGUE, Netherlands 

(AP) — International Crimi¬ 
nal Court judges have dis¬ 
missed charges against a 
Rwandan rebel accused of 
involvement in the murder, 
rape and torture of Congo¬ 
lese villagers by a Hutu mili¬ 
tia in 2009. 

The judges ordered the re¬ 
lease of Callixte Mbarushi- 
mana, 

saying Friday there is not 
enough evidence to sup¬ 
port the charges against 
him. 

Prosecutors said they would 
send the case to appeals 
judges and quickly filed a 
request to halt Mbarushi- 
mana's release pending 
the outcome of the ap¬ 
peal. If judges reject the 
request, 

the court has to find a 
country willing to accept 
Mbarushimana before he 
can be released and it is 
not clear how long that 
could take. 

Prosecutors had accused 
Mbarushimana of being a 
senior member of the Dem¬ 
ocratic Forces for the Lib¬ 
eration of Rwanda, known 


by its French acronym the 
FDLR. The group is accused 
of unleashing savage at¬ 
tacks on civilians in the 
North and South Kivu prov¬ 
inces of Congo as a “bar¬ 
gaining tool” to win power. 
If he is freed, Mbarushi¬ 
mana would be the first 
suspect released from ICC 


EDITH M. LEDERER 
Associated Press 
UNITED NATIONS (AP) — 

More than 45 countries from 
wealthy Norway to impov¬ 
erished Niger and Afghani¬ 
stan pledged $375 million 
Friday to a United Nations 
fund that provides immedi¬ 
ate money to respond to 
humanitarian emergencies 
around the world. 

The U.N. Office for the Co¬ 
ordination of Humanitarian 
Affairs said this was a $16 
million increase in pledges 
compared to 2011. It sin¬ 
gled out Denmark, which 
announced that it will dou¬ 
ble its contribution to nearly 
$18 million, making it one of 
the largest donors. 

The Central Emergency 


custody since the court’s in¬ 
ception in 2002. 

In February 2010, judges 
refused to confirm charges 
against a Darfur rebel ac¬ 
cused of attacking African 
Union peacekeepers, but 
unlike Mbarushimana the 
rebel, Bahar Idriss Abu Gar¬ 
da, was never taken into 


custody. 

In an unusual case at the 
court, prosecutors accused 
Mbarushimana of contrib¬ 
uting to crimes from a Paris 
apartment “by orchestrat¬ 
ing an international cam¬ 
paign of propaganda and 
extortion” to force Rwanda 
to accept the return of the 


rebels who had fled the 
country after its 1994 geno¬ 
cide. 

In a majority decision, a 
three judge panel said evi¬ 
dence presented at a pre¬ 
liminary hearing in Septem¬ 
ber was not strong enough 
to merit sending the case 
to trial.□ 


Response Fund was re¬ 
vamped by the U.N. Gen¬ 
eral Assembly in December 
2005 after world leaders 
decided to make up to 
$500 million available an¬ 
nually so the U.N. 
can act speedily to help 
people caught in conflicts, 
natural disasters and other 
emergencies instead of 
waiting for donors to re¬ 
spond to appeals for aid. 
Secretary-General Ban Ki- 
moon told Friday's pledg¬ 
ing conference that the 
fund, known as CERF, “has 
exceeded expectations.” 
“It has disbursed more than 
$2 billion in assistance — 
making it one of the larg¬ 
est sources of humanitarian 
funding in the world,” he 
said. 

Ban praised the fund’s flex¬ 
ibility and responsiveness 
to the needs of millions of 
people, noting that a re¬ 
cent five-year outside eval¬ 
uation gave it “top marks 
on speed and efficiency.” 
This year, the secretary- 
general said CERF helped 
flood victims in Central 
America and Pakistan, ref¬ 
ugees fleeing famine and 
fighting in Somalia, and 
thousands of others else¬ 
where. 

Two-thirds of the 193 U.N. 
member states have con¬ 
tributed to the fund “show¬ 
ing how widely it has be¬ 
come accepted,” he said. 
At Friday’s pledging con¬ 
ference, Afghanistan, Aus¬ 
tralia, Brazil, 

Denmark, Estonia, Ger¬ 
many, Indonesia, Norway, 
Sweden, South Korea and 
Britain also increased their 
pledges and Uruguay and 
Niger made pledges for 
the first time, bringing the 
total number of donors for 
2012 to 46, the U.N. human¬ 
itarian office said. □ 


UN emergency fund gets $375 million for 2012 



Juliana Silva rests with her one-year-old daughter Karina in 
the Pavao-Pavaozinho shanty town during a brief visit by U.N. 
Women’s Executive Director Michelle Bachelet, unseen, in Rio 
de Janeiro, Brazil, Friday Dec. 16, 2011. More than 45 countries 
from wealthy Norway to impoverished Niger and Afghanistan 
pledged $375 million Friday to a United Nations fund that pro¬ 
vides immediate money to respond to humanitarian emergen¬ 
cies around the world. 

(AP Photo/Victor R. Caivano) 
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Sea World Explorer Narrator 


Angelique Lacle, wins the Shoco Award, 

for Tour guide of the Year 



Oranjestad- The Minister 
of Tourism, Transporta¬ 
tion and Labour and the 
Aruba Hotel and Tourism 
Association presented 
the Shoco National Tour¬ 
ism Awards of Excellence 
2011, this past Friday, at 
the end of the first Tour¬ 
ism Summit, in a festive 
gathering at the Renais¬ 
sance Convention Cen¬ 
ter. 

The gala evening cel¬ 
ebrated recognitions of 
outstanding achieve¬ 
ments in tourism, award¬ 
ing Angelique Lacle, Nar¬ 
rator, SeaWorld Explorer, 
the coveted Tour Guide 
of the Year, SHOCO Na¬ 
tional Award of Tourism 
2011 . 

While in past years the 
Shoco recognitions were 
bestowed by the Aruba 


Hotel & Tourism Associa¬ 
tion, this year the awards 
were taken over by the 
Ministry of Tourism, Trans¬ 
portation and Labour, 
lending the program 
extra stature which ac¬ 
companies official gov¬ 
ernment citations. AHA- 
TA however remained as 
one of the proud main 
sponsors in conjunction 
with Digicel and Carib¬ 
bean Mercantile Bank. 
Angelique received a 
perfect score on her 
Technical Competency 
and Hospitality Skills on 
the Shoco award nomi¬ 
nation form. She has 
been with the SeaWorld 
Explorer Operations for 
over two years coming 
from Atlantis Submarine 
Operations, where she 
worked as a tour guide 




for more than 8 years. 
Angelique brings knowl¬ 
edge and passion to her 
job, extreme friendliness 
and an ever-present 
smile. She has helped 
thousands of visitors ex¬ 
plore the depth of 150 
feet at the south side of 
the island as she shared 
her vast knowledge of 
marine life and coral 
reefs with submarine 
passengers. She now 
educates, informs and 
entertains guests cruis¬ 
ing the Arashi reefs and 
the visiting the Antilia 
ship wreck on board the 
SeaWorld Explorer with 
enthusiasm and high en¬ 
ergy. 

This combination of pro¬ 
found knowledge and 
outgoing and accom¬ 
modating personality 
makes Angelique a per¬ 
fect tour guide, earning 
her the island's highest 


decoration. 

Picture here, Angelique 
collecting a hug from Ot- 
mar Oduber the Minister 
of Tourism, on her way to 
the stage to receive her 
award from hotelier Ed 
Malone, at the Renais¬ 
sance Convention Cen¬ 
ter. Also pictured here 


Angelique with her De 
Palm Tours management 
colleagues. 

The Shoco is considered 
Aruba’s national bird. 
The small Borrowing Owl 
is a symbol of wisdom, 
resourcefulness, focus, vi¬ 
sion and a keen sense of 
direction. □ 
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Top three dive sites on Aruba 



When I am not studying medi¬ 
cine I volunteer at the week¬ 
ends teaching PADI courses 
and introducing divers to this 
magical underwater world. 
I have written this article to 
make all divers aware of how 
exceptional this small island is. 
Aruba is an island located 
27km/l 7 miles from Venezuela. 
Together with Bonaire and Cu¬ 
racao makes the ABC islands 
in the Caribbean Ocean. It is 
commonly visited by cruise 
ships for relaxing vacations. 
However, most individuals 
don’t knowledge that this is¬ 
land has more to offer than 
shopping and paradisiacal 
beaches with all inclusive ac¬ 
commodations. Daily airlines 
flying to Aruba from United 
States such as American Air¬ 
lines , US Airways and Delta 
airlines. Warm and clear wa¬ 
ter temperatures ranging from 
75F/24C make Aruba an ex¬ 
quisite place for scuba diving. 
In fact, this happy island has 
more than 20 dive sites all 
around from North to South 
and East to West for beginners, 
intermediates and profession¬ 
als. Here are the top 3 best 
places to dive in Aruba. 

1 - Fingers reef (20-120’feet) 
When arriving at this beautiful 


dive site with the best visibil¬ 
ity in the island it is possible to 
observe that the reef comes 
out like fingers pointing down 
deeper water. Weekly, PADI 
S.E.Aruba Fly and Dive Center 
takes divers to this unbeliev¬ 
able place only when is the 
right time in order to get the 
most of it. Rich in soft and hard 
coral formations with countless 
of tropical fish, green moray 
eels and turtles cruising by. For 
PADI Open Water students a 
privilege to dive this place for 
the beauty of the reef and the 
positive feedback received is 
humongous. Specially, during 
month of March, Manta rays 
are seen by divers at depths 
from 10-40 feet and when they 
are spotted is like an underwa¬ 
ter circus for all. This passing 
mantas tend to come really 
close and it is one of the best 
attractions when you are lucky 
be in the warm water with 
them. 

2-Jane Sea Wreck 
(20-100’feet) 

Local dive shops and records 
have shown that this 749 tons 
and 190 ft long wreck was 
used to transport cement from 
Venezuela to Aruba. At the 
end, the wreck was transport¬ 


ing another type of white pow¬ 
der called cocaine. Authorities 
confiscated the wreck and 
dive shops in Aruba decided 
to make it one of the dive 
sites. The freighter lies upright 
on the ocean floor. The bow 
is located in 65 feet of water 
while the stern is in 94 feet un¬ 
derwater. Local dive center, 
try to protect the reef by using 
floating buoys that are hooked 
at the bottom of the ocean to 
prevent anchors destroying 
the reef. This amazing artificial 
reef served as home to giant 
schools of barracudas, huge 
school of sardines and other 
pelagic fish. As well as, green 
moray eels and octopus are 
frequent visitors for this lan¬ 
guishing dive. For Advanced 
divers, small currents might be 
experienced but is a dive that 
can’t be missed. Small doors 
have been made for ad¬ 
vanced divers to go through 
the wreck resulting in an unfor¬ 
gettable dive. 

3-The Antilla Wreck 
(40-60 feet) 

The Antilla was a German 
freighter built in 1939. It was 
400 feet- long and weighted 
more than 3000 tons. It was 
an unarmed ship used by the 


Germans during World War 
II to supply their submarines 
with food. In 1940, The Antilla 
was moored off the coast of 
Aruba. The authorities in Aruba 
demanded the captain to sur¬ 
render the ship. As an acute 
captain, he asked the authori¬ 
ties for a day to communicate 
to all the marines about throw¬ 
ing the white flag. Authorities 
accepted and they did not 
acknowledge what was com¬ 
ing. Next day, the captain 
submerged and abandoned 
the ship in order to prevent its 
capture. Sadly, no one made 
it back to Aruba until today. 
On the other hand, this amaz¬ 
ing and favorite wreck lies 
in less than 60 feet of water. 
House of moray eels, sting 
rays, yellow grunts, trunkfish, 


hogfish, angel fish, pompa- 
nos, great barracudas and fish 
are countless. Once a year, 
whale sharks have been spot¬ 
ted eating plankton in this long 
wreck for some lucky divers to 
observe. Nowadays, gliding 
through the wreck is recom¬ 
mended only with Dive mas¬ 
ters that know the wreck since 
it has been there for many 
years, and Arubans try to pro¬ 
tect it. Moreover, it is an excel¬ 
lent photo opportunity for all, 
and a real adventure for new 
divers. 

In addition, Aruba is a tropi¬ 
cal island that is well known for 
relaxation. Therefore, I recom¬ 
mend that everyone to visit 
this island, and enjoy the real 
scuba diving and relaxation 
that has to offerlQ 


Aruhiba, The 1 and Only Hnmemade Aruban Cigar 



ORANJESTAD- Benjamin 
Petrocchi started the newest 
export product of Aruba, lo¬ 
cally produced cigars called 
“Aruhiba”. These cigars are 
produced and cultivated in 
Aruba. Petrocchi has always 
had an interest in the cigar 
business and has also sold 
Premium Cuban Cigars, and 
now he is growing his own 
tobacco crop. After many at¬ 
tempts and trips to Santo Do¬ 
mingo and Cuba he started 
his own production and cul¬ 
tivation of Aruhiba Cigars in 
Aruba. The process took ten 
years. Petrocchi dedication to 
the cigars is important for the 
molding and process of mak¬ 
ing a perfect cigar which takes 
a long time. The cigar box is 


* 

ARUHIBA 

A 



specially designed for the ci¬ 
gars with the logo “Aruhiba”. 
Petrocchi considers Aruhiba a 
promotion for Aruba through 
fine quality cigars. 

The company sells Interna¬ 
tional cigars as well. Buy a 
gift box of Aruhiba Corona 
with five cigars and you will 
get 1 FREE cigar of $35. Lo¬ 
cated at the Historic Dutch 
Windmill. Open from Mon¬ 
day to Saturday from 9am till 


8:30pm. And open on Sunday 
from 9am to 1pm. Aruhiba is 
only available in above men¬ 
tioned stores. 

Visit our authentic tobacco 
farm where cigars are hand¬ 
made. For tour to the tabaco 
factory call: 586-0347 buy & 
receive one Aruban cigar free 
with this article. 

Address: soledad 14-a, noord • 
tel: (297) 593-6177 • bap59@ 
live.couQ 
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Wings over Aruba: An aerial photography coffee table book 



A new touristic souvenir 
and a beautiful Christmas 
present for the Aruban 
who loves his/her island. As 
the title suggests the book 
mainly features aerial pho¬ 
tographs, which display 
a unique and panoramic 
view of Aruba. 

The book contains spec¬ 
tacular unpublished pho¬ 
tographs of Aruba, and is 
published by “Wings Glob¬ 
al Photography”. 

The Arubian born George 
Tielen is the creative mas¬ 
termind behind this con¬ 
cept, 

and has a passion for aer¬ 
ial pictures thanks to his 30 
years of experience as a 
helicopter pilot. 

The concept has already 
proven to be a success on 
Curagao two years ago, 
where “Wings over Cura¬ 
gao” was the best-selling 
Christmas gift on the island. 
The book contributes to the 
tourism on Aruba. 

It will strengthen Aruba’s 


reputation as “One Happy 
Island". It is no wonder this 
book has been recom¬ 
mended by the “Aruba 
Tourism Authority (ATA)” as 


a unique touristic souvenir. 
For hotels, companies and 
organizations the book can 
be personalized (cover 
and stickers). This is a great 


opportunity for some PR or 
to present as a business gift. 
The book can be pur¬ 
chased in all book stores on 
the island as well as some 
other places, 

please check the website 
for all our sales points. 


For more information 
please visit the following 
website: www.wingsglobal- 
photography.com 
Alternatively, feel free to 
contact Jordy Koolwijk, 
Sales Manager Aruba (740- 
3866)Q 



• TOMORROW . 

Don’t miss Monday Madness! 

FREE entry slot tournament starting at 7pm. 


Join us today for Alhambra’s Heatwave of Cash! 
From 6pm to 10pm, we’re giving away $20 CASH 
to lucky Advantage players every 20 minutes. 

Cleo’s 2-F0R-1 Sunday - 

Enjoy buy 1 get 1 free specials at Cleo’s! 



cl 


:OS: 


Sports Bar & Grill 

Open daily 6pm to 2am 
Happy Hour from 6 to 8pm 

SPORTS ROOK 

Bet on all your favorite sports! 


i 


Where Aruba goes to play! 

Open daily IOam to 4am • J.E. Irausquin Blvd #47 • 583.5000 • www.easinoalhambra.com 




^ \ ARUBA 

Ca divi resorts property 


Must be an Alhambra Advantage member. All programs and promotions are subject to change or cancellation without prior notice. 
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De Palm Island Manager 

Miriam van de Plassche, wins a Shoco Award 



Oranjestad-- The Minister 
of Tourism, Transportation 
and Labour and the Aruba 
Hotel and Tourism Associa¬ 


tion presented the Shoco 
National Tourism Awards of 
Excellence 2011, this past 
Friday, at the end of the first 


Tourism Summit, in a festive 
gathering at the Renais¬ 
sance Convention Center. 
The gala evening cele¬ 
brated recognitions of out¬ 
standing achievements in 
tourism, awarding Miriam 
van de Plassche, manager 
De Palm Island, the cov¬ 
eted Manager of the Year, 
SHOCO National Award of 
Tourism 2011. 

While in past years the Sho¬ 
co recognitions were be¬ 
stowed by the Aruba Hotel 
& Tourism Association, this 
year the awards were tak¬ 
en over by the Ministry of 
Tourism, Transportation and 
Labour, lending the pro¬ 
gram extra stature which 
accompanies official gov¬ 
ernment citations. 

AHATA however remained 
as one of the proud main 
sponsors in conjunction 
with Digicel and Caribbe¬ 
an Mercantile Bank. 

Miriam has been managing 
the De Palm Island for the 
past two years, and scored 
excellent on all Technical 
Competency, Hospitality 
and Managerial Skills on the 
award application form. 
An effective leader she has 
a knack of still keeping it 
fun for her people, operat¬ 
ing the multi-faceted De 
Palm Island. 

The island is Aruba’s only 
all-inclusive destination at¬ 


tracting families looking for 
a day of fun and adven¬ 
ture together or couples 
seeking to escape the 
hustle and bustle of the 
busy beach area for some 
relaxation and pamper¬ 
ing. Located off the island 
of Aruba, a short ferry ride 
away, it offers something 
for everyone, and Miriam 
keeps the strings together. 


making it all tick, in sync! 
Above all, Miriam is dedi¬ 
cated to the creation of 
unforgettable memories for 
visitors, and locals, and she 
instills that goal in all of her 
employees. 

Her extensive background 
in hospitality helps her op¬ 
erate top notch food and 
beverage outlets while also 
running successful Seatrek 
Adventures, assisting the 
retail division, and scoring 
high for the Island in gen¬ 
eral on TRipAdvisor. 

General Manager War¬ 
ren Stanley reports: “Like 
all good managers, Mir¬ 
iam leads by example, 
loves what she does and it 
shows.” 

Pictured here. Manager 
of the Year, Maria van de 
Plassche receiving the 
Shoco award from hotelier 
Alex Nieuwmeyer, on stage 
at the Renaissance Con¬ 
vention Center. The Shoco 
is considered Aruba’s na¬ 
tional bird. 

The small Borrowing Owl 
is a symbol of wisdom, re¬ 
sourcefulness, focus, vision 
and a keen sense of direc¬ 
tion. 

Also pictured here Miriam 
and her De Palm Tours man¬ 
agement colleaguesO 
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Barry Bonds exits a Federal 
courthouse Friday, Dec. 16, 
2011, in San Francisco. 

Associated Press 


Judge gives 
Bonds house 
arrest, then 
delays it 

PAUL ELIAS 

Associated Press 

SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — 

Baseball superstar Barry 
Bonds will remain free while 
he appeals his conviction 
for giving misleading testi¬ 
mony before a grand jury 
investigating steroid use 
in sports. 

A federal judge handed 
Bonds a sentence of 30 
days of house arrest, two 
years of probation and 250 
hours of community service 
on Friday — then delayed 
the sentence pending an 
appeal likely to take a year 
or more. 

Major League Baseball's 
career home runs leader, 
Bonds is the highest-profile 
defendant — and the last 
— to come out of the gov¬ 
ernment's investigation of 
the steroids distribution ring 
built around the Bay Area 
Laboratory Co-Operative, 
founded by Victor Conte. 
Ten other people were con¬ 
victed of various charges. 
Six of them, including track 
star Marion Jones, were en¬ 
snared for lying to grand 
jurors, federal investigators 
or the court. Others, includ¬ 
ing Bonds’ personal trainer 
Greg Anderson, pleaded 
guilty to steroid distribution 
charges. 

Continued on next page 



Switzerland’s Beat Feuz reacts at finish line after win¬ 
ning an alpine ski, men’s World Cup super-G in Val 
Gardena, Italy, Friday, Dec. 16, 2011. 

Associated Press 
Page 19 


World Cup super-G 
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Former baseball player Barry Bonds arrives at federal court for 
sentencing on Friday, Dec. 16, 2011, in San Francisco. Bonds, 
convicted in April of obstructing a government investigation into 
steroid use among athletes, faces up to 21 months in prison. 

Associated Press 


Bonds 

Continued from Page 17 

Bonds was one of two for¬ 
mer baseball superstars 
to stand trial in doping-re¬ 
lated cases this year. The 
trial of pitcher Roger Cle¬ 
mens was halted after just 
two days in July because 
prosecutors used inadmis¬ 
sible evidence. U.S. District 
Judge Reggie Walton has 
set a new trial for April 17. 
U.S. District Judge Susan 
lllston also on Friday put on 
hold a $4,000 fine against 
Bonds for his obstruction of 
justice conviction arising 
from a grand jury appear¬ 
ance eight years ago. 
Prosecutors wanted the 
home run king to spend 
15 months in prison. As¬ 
sistant U.S. Attorney Mat¬ 
thew Parrella argued that 
home confinement wasn’t 
punishment enough, “for a 
man with a 15,000 square 
foot house with all the ad¬ 
vantages.” Bonds lives on a 
nearly two-acre (0.8 hect¬ 


are) estate in Beverly Hills. 
Parrella called the sen¬ 
tence a “slap on the wrist” 
and the fine “almost laugh¬ 
able” for a former star who 
made millions of dollars 
during his career. Parrella 
had sought 15 months in 
prison, disagreeing with 
the judge's conclusion that 
the crime was “aberrant” 
behavior for an otherwise 
law-abiding Bonds who has 


donated money and time 
to charities. 

“The defendant basically 
lived a double life for de¬ 
cades,” argued Parrella, 
who said Bonds tested 
positive for steroids and 
amphetamines during his 
playing days. “He had mis¬ 
tresses throughout his mar¬ 
riages." 

lllston said none of that 
had any bearing on Bonds' 


sentence. She agreed with 
a probation department 
report that called Bonds' 
conviction an “aberra¬ 
tion” in his life. She said she 
received “dozens" of let¬ 
ters in support of Bonds 
and discussing how he has 
given money and time “for 
decades” to charitable 
causes. 

lllston also said she had to 
remain “consistent” and 
give Bonds a sentence sim¬ 
ilar to those meted out to 
two other figures convicted 
of similar crimes in the same 
investigation. 

She also noted that most 
obstruction cases were 
more serious, and often 
involved violence being 
used against witnesses. 

“This sentence is an appro¬ 
priate sentence for a con¬ 
viction where there is no 
victim,” said Stuart Slotnick, 
a former prosecutor now 
in private practice. “And 
many question the serious¬ 
ness of the charges and 
the motivation for the pros¬ 


ecution.” 

Well-wishers hugged the 
47-year-old Bonds in the 
hallway outside the court¬ 
room after the hearing was 
over. He declined to speak 
in court. 

A jury convicted Bonds in 
April of purposely answer¬ 
ing questions about ste¬ 
roids with rambling non 
sequiturs in an attempt to 
mislead a grand jury in¬ 
vestigating sports doping 
in December 2003. Bonds’ 
trial jury failed to reach 
a verdict on three other 
charges accusing Bonds of 
lying when he denied tak¬ 
ing performance-enhanc¬ 
ing drugs and when he 
denied receiving injections 
from someone other than 
his doctor. 

Prosecutors in Septem¬ 
ber dropped those dead¬ 
locked charges, giving up 
on another trial. 

His lead attorney, Allen 
Ruby, said Bonds will for¬ 
mally file a “notice of ap¬ 
peal” Friday.Q 


Catch your own dinner with Driftwood! 

Motto at Driftwood Restaurant: “From the pier to your plate!” 



ORANJESTAD - The down¬ 
town marina is home of 
Driftwood Fishing Charters, 
the successful fishermen 
of the established seafood 
restaurant Driftwood in 
Oranjestad. 

Driftwood owner Herby 


Merryweather has a love 
and passion for fishing. 
A fisherman who knows 
about fish, what our local 
waters have to offer, and 
what the words “fresh sea¬ 
food” really mean. 

What Herby catches will be 
served in his restaurant on 
the same day. Herby loves 
to share his fishing passion 
with the many visitors to the 
island. His fleet of a 35 ft. 
Twin Engine Bertram yacht 
and a 50 ft. Twin Engine 
Post yacht, appropriately 
called “Driftwood I and II, 
is available for charters on 
a daily basis from 8am to 
12 noon and from 1 pm to 




Winners of Inti. LUHRS Marina Group Blue Marlin Release Tournament 2009 


5pm. 

Catch your own dinner 

A charter includes: 
captain, mate, all fishing 
equipment, bait, sodas and 
bottled water. On a full day 
charter sandwiches and 
snacks are also included. 
You can call Herby directly 
at (297) 592 4040 or go to 
www.driftwoodaruba.com . 

Driftwood Restaurant 


This authentic Aruban sea¬ 
food restaurant is located 
in characteristic downtown 
Oranjestad. Their extend¬ 
ed menu has been jubled 
by many. Driftwood offers 
daily specials, as well as a 
delicious 3-course menu for 
just $24. 

Charter deep sea fishing 
rates: 

$400-1/2 day 


$760- full day 
Rates per boat 
Max. 6 people 
Driftwood Restaurant 

Authentic Aruban Seafood 
Restaurant; Klipstraat 12, 
Downtown Oranjestad 
Tel: (297) 583 2515 
www.driftwoodaruba.com 

Opening hours: every day, 
but Tuesdays from 5pm till 1 
0:30pmO 
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Feuz edges Miller for 1st World Cup super-G win 



Switzerland's Beat Feuz reacts at finish line after winning an alpine ski, men's World Cup super-G 
in Val Gardena, Italy, Friday, Dec. 16,2011. 

Associated Press 


ANDREW DAMPF 

AP Sports Writer 

VAL GARDENA, Italy (AP) 

— Beat Feuz's recent trans¬ 
formation into a standout 
on a Swiss ski team full of 
standouts is all about inten¬ 
sity, and the ability to throw 
his relatively small frame 
down the mountain at full 
speed. 

While most commenta¬ 
tors were already treating 
Bode Miller as the winner of 
Friday’s World Cup super- 
G, Feuz took advantage of 
shifting weather conditions 
and claimed victory after 
all of the top-ranked skiers 
had already come down. 
Feuz has impressed 
throughout this season, but 
the result was a surprise 
considering how poorly 
he performed in downhill 
training Wednesday and 
Thursday, finishing more 
■ than three seconds behind 
leader Hans Olsson one 
day and more than four 
seconds back the next. 

“I do much better on race 
day. 

I’m a race animal,” Feuz 
explained in comments 
translated from Swiss Ger¬ 
man. “I’m very relaxed in 
life but I just go to the start 
and concentrate as much 
as I can, and probably the 
most important thing is I 
have fun with my skiing." 
Feuz clocked 1 minute, 
21.51 seconds down the 
twisty and terrain-filled 
Saslong course, with Miller 
0.30 seconds behind and 


Kjetil Jansrud of Norway 
third, 0.44 back. 

Miller was an early starter 
with the No. 8 bib and put 
down a near flawless run in 
decent, although snowy, 
conditions and watched 
as the top-ranked super-G 
racers — starting with Nos. 
16 and 22 — were slowed 
by poor visibility. 

Just as Miller was getting 
ready to celebrate, how¬ 
ever, the snowfall and vis¬ 
ibility lightened and Feuz 
got into the starting gate 
with the No. 26 bib. Feuz 
led Miller at every check¬ 
point to clinch the second 


win of his career, having 
also won a downhill in Kvit- 
fjell, Norway, at the end of 
last season. 

“Beat has been skiing that 
way the whole year, so I’m 
not surprised,” Miller said. 
“He skis smart and with a lot 
of intensity and skiing with a 
lot of intensity on a day like 
today makes a big differ¬ 
ence." 

Feuz finished second in the 
opening two downhills this 
season but his best previ¬ 
ous result in super-G was 
third in Beaver Creek, Colo¬ 
rado, two weeks ago. 

“It was really tough at the 


start because you could 
hear about the problems 
with the weather and peo¬ 
ple were losing time, but 
the coaches told us on the 
radio that everything on 
the course was OK and you 
can attack it and that's 
what I did,” Feuz said. 

Feuz began celebrating 
even before he came to a 
stop, pumping his poles up 
and down in the air. 

“It's an incredible feeling 
not just because I won but 
also to have Bode Miller 
behind me,” added the 
24-year-old Feuz. 

Miller’s only reaction to 


Feuz's run was a slight snif¬ 
fle. “I knew I left something 
out there,” said Miller, who 
didn’t look pleased when 
he finished his run, shoving 
his poles into the ground. 

At 1.72 meters (5-foot- 
8) and 85 kilograms (187 
pounds), 

Feuz resembles Swiss team 
leader Didier Cuche in stat¬ 
ure. 

The 37-year-old Cuche 
has won the World Cup 
downhill title three of the 
past four years, and Swiss 
coaches have comment¬ 
ed that if it were not for his 
success, smaller racers like 
Feuz may have not been 
given a chance to race on 
the World Cup circuit. 

Feuz is a year younger than 
two other Swiss standouts 
— 2009-10 overall World 
Cup winner Carlo Janka 
and Sandro Viletta, who 
won the previous super-G. 
The Swiss team also con¬ 
tains Olympic downhill 
champion Didier Defago, 
who is still regaining his form 
after missing last season 
due to injury. 

“We’ve got a lot of guys 
that can win in the speed 
events right now,” said 
Feuz. For Jansrud, the 
Olympic silver medalist 
in giant slalom, it marked 
his first podium in a speed 
event. Now he's aiming to 
become an all-around skier 
in the Norwegian tradition 
of Kjetil Andre Aamodt, 
Lasse Kjus and Aksel Lund 
SvindalO 


■ 
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Froch, Ward set to feud for 
Super Six belt at last 



Carl Froch and Andre Ward pose after weigh-in for the SHOW¬ 
TIME Super Six World Boxing Classic Final at Circus Max Theater 
on December 16, 2011 in Atlantic City, New Jersey. 

Associated Press 


ATLANTIC CITY, New Jer¬ 
sey (AP) — The search for 
boxing's best 168-pounder 
will finally end on Satur¬ 
day, when American An¬ 
dre Ward puts his WBA title 
on the line against WBC 
champion Carl Froch of 
Britain in the final of the Su¬ 
per Six super middleweight 
tournament. 

Lining up one of the most 
anticipated fights of the 
year has involved over¬ 
coming a few obstacles 
along the way. Some con¬ 
tenders, such as IBF cham¬ 
pion Lucian Bute, opted 


not to participate in the 
tournament. Injuries forced 
Jermain Taylor and Mikkel 
Kessler to withdraw during 
the round-robin stage. 

And Ward suffered a cut 
while sparring and had to 
postpone the final bout for 
nearly two months. 

Even so, both Froch (24-0, 
13 KOs) and Ward (28-1,20 
KOs) have fought their way 
through top competition to 
earn their spots in the final 
at Atlantic City’s Board¬ 
walk Hall. 

Froch, 34, went 4-1 in 
the previous rounds. He 


opened with a 12-round 
decision over Andre Dirrell 
on Oct. 17, 2009, then re¬ 
bounded from the first loss 
of his career — a 12-round 
decision to Kessler on April, 
24, 2010 — with decision 
victories over Arthur Abra¬ 
ham and Glen Johnson, re¬ 
spectively. 

Froch has never backed 
away from a challenge. 
His last 18 opponents sport¬ 
ed a combined record of 
449-63-12 at the time he 
fought them. 

“I’ve come up the hard 
way, but I’m finally starting 


to get the recognition and 
credit I deserve,” Froch 
said. “People are counting 
on me to restore pride in 
British boxing.” 


British boxing fans have 
been searching for a hero 
since former champions 
Joe Calzaghe and Ricky 
Hatton retired. □ 
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Ryan, Abraham lead Falcons to 41 -14 rout of Jags 



Atlanta Falcons defensive end John Abraham (55) sacks 
Jacksonville Jaguars quarterback Blaine Gabbert (11) during 
the first half of an NFL football game Thursday, Dec. 15, 2011, in 
Atlanta. 

Associated Press 

NFL denies James Harrison’s 
Appeal of 1 - game suspension 


By PAUL NEWBERRY 
ATLANTA (AP) — As the At¬ 
lanta Falcons learned so 
painfully in last season’s 
playoffs, the key is peaking 
at the right time. 

Maybe they’ll get it right 
this season. 

With their best effort of 
an up-and-down season, 
the Falconsclinched a 
fourth straight winning re¬ 
cord with a 41-14 rout of 
theJacksonville Jaguars on 
Thursday night. Matt Ryan 
had another big game, 
throwing three touchdown 
passes in less than three 
quarters of work, and John 
Abraham terrorized rookie 
quarterback Blaine Gab¬ 
bert with 3'/ 2 sacks. 

“I feel like we’ve hit our 


NEW YORK (AP) — James 
Flarrison is nothing if not 
exact. On the field and off. 
Though he did not address 
the media on Friday, after 
the NFLdenied his appeal 
of a one-game suspension 
for a helmet-to-helmet hit 
on Cleveland quarterback 
Colt McCoy, the Pittsburgh 
Steelers linebacker did 
respond on his Twitter 
page. 

“17 games, 1000+ snaps, 
100+ tackles, 12+sacks and 
2 forces fumbles since my 
last incident and I get a 
suspension for a football 
play!” 

Indeed he did, and as a 
result, Flarrison will sit out 
Monday night’s game 
against San Francisco. 

The ruling was made by 
NFL-NFLPA on-field appeals 
officer Ted Cottrell after 
a careful review of the 
hit that drew the original 
suspension on Tuesday. 
McCoy, who returned 
during the Steelers’ win 
over the Browns on Dec. 8, 
suffered a concussion. 

But while Flarrison was 
quiet, his teammates — as 
expected — were anything 
but. 

“I’m not surprised. You're 
appealing to the same 
people who put the 
suspension in place, so no. 
I’m not surprised at all,” 
Steelers safety Ryan Clark 



In this Dec. 8, 2011, file photo, 
Pittsburgh Steelers linebacker 
James Harrison, right, sits on 
the bench during the third 
quarter of an NFL football 
game against the Cleveland 
Browns in Pittsburgh. 

Associated Press 

said. “I don't care about 
the league’s message 
anymore. It's about us as 
a football team playing 
the type of football that’s 
going to help us win 
championships, despite 
who gets suspended, 
despite who gets fined. 
“We're going to try to play 
within the rules. We're going 
to stop fighting this battle of 
talking to them. That's what 
this is about.” 

The NFL cited Flarrison’s 
history of flagrant hits 
— this was his fifth on 
a quarterback — in 
making him the first player 


suspended under stricter 
guidelines for player safety 
that were invoked midway 
through last season. 

“We have to adjust and 
play within the rules that 
they make up and the 
stuff they’re going to call,” 
Steelers linebacker James 
Farrior said. “We have to 
really be careful about how 
we approach it. It's one of 
those things we'll have to 
deal with as we go, and 
hopefully it'll work out.” 
Clark, as often is the case 
in the Steelers locker room, 
spoke the loudest. 

“Like I said on Wednesday, 
my disappointment is for 
James,” he said. “He’s 
been trying really hard to 
comply with what’s being 
asked of him. For him to be 
suspended for this situation, 
to us, is disheartening. To 
me, it was a between- 
the-whistle play. They’re 
making an example out of 
him for it this year. I don’t 
think it’s right. 

“We have to continue 
playing and just roll with 
the punches and try to win 
games without one of our 
best players." 

Flarrison has 53 tackles and 
eight sacks this season. 
“They're definitely is an 
emphasis on head and 
head trauma,” Steelers 
defensive end Brett Keisel 
said. □ 


stride,” said Roddy White, 
who had 10 catches for 135 
yards and a pair of touch¬ 
downs. 

A year ago, the Fal¬ 
cons won the NFC South 
with a conference-lead¬ 
ing 13 wins. But they were 
one-and-done in the play¬ 
offs, blown out at home by 
the Green Bay Packers in 
the division round. 

The Packers went on to 
claim the Super Bowl title 
and haven't lost since. 
Atlanta would like to fol¬ 
low their lead. “You know. 
Green Bay did a heck of a 
job last year peaking at the 
right time,” White said. “I 
feel like we haven’t hit our 
stride. The last two games, 
we’ve been hitting it.” 
Atlanta led 27-0 at halftime 
and stretched it out to 41-0 
beforeJacksonville scored 
on a blocked punt. Going 
back to the previous week, 
when the Falcons over¬ 
came a 16-point halftime 
deficit at Carolina, they 
ripped off 65 points in a row 
over five quarters. 

Now that's more like it from 
a team that was projected 
as a Super Bowl contender 
but had not quite lived up 
to expectations. 

Atlanta (9-5) strengthened 
its hold on an NFC wild 
card and clinched its fourth 
straight winning season. 

Flo hum. This team has 
much higher goals than fin¬ 
ishing above .500. 

“I’m glad we’ve been able 
to accomplish that as an 
organization and a football 
team,” coach Mike Smith 
said. “But believe me, it’s 
not one of those expecta¬ 
tions we really want to talk 
about. If we're where we 
think we are as an organi¬ 
zation and a football team, 
that's expected each and 
every year.” 

It wasn’t so long ago that 
nine victories was a big 
deal. The Falcons went 
through the first 42 years of 
their existence without so 
much as back-to-back win¬ 
ning seasons. 

All that changed when 
Smith and general man¬ 
ager Thomas Dimitroff took 
over in 2008. 

“I can’t speak to the peo¬ 
ple who came before, but 
I know since Thomas and I 
had the opportunity to be 


here, we’ve just kind of put 
our heads down and gone 
to work," the coach said. 
“When you do that, good 
things usually happen. We 
are not finished, believe 
me. Our expectations and 
internal goals are much 
higher than having a win¬ 
ning football season.” 

This one was over by half¬ 
time, Gabbert and the 
shell-shocked Jaguars (4- 
10) saddled with a net pass¬ 
ing total of minus-1 yard. It 
got as bad as minus-29 be¬ 
fore Jacksonville piled up 
some meaningless yards on 
its final two possessions. 
Gabbert had one of his 
worst games in a miserable 
rookie season, coughing 
up the ball twice on hits by 
Abraham. Both fumbles led 
to Atlanta scores, with de¬ 
fensive tackle Corey Peters 
scooping up the second 
one and scooting 13 yards 
to the end zone early in the 
third quarter for a touch¬ 
down that ended any 
thought of the Jaguars get¬ 
ting back in the game. 

“It wasn’t just me,” said 
Abraham, who came into 
the game with only five 
sacks on the season. “The 
whole team was able to 
get to the quarterback.” 
Ryan was 19 of 26 for 224 
yards and three touch¬ 
downs, with a season-high 
rating of 137.3. Rookie Ju¬ 
lio Jones had the other TD 
on a 29-yard reception, his 
third score in the past two 
weeks. Gabbert was 12 of 
22 for 141 yards, also throw¬ 
ing an interception during a 
truly awful night full of bad 
decisions when he wasn’t 
running for his life. Fie was 
sacked five times and got 
most of his yards on an irrel¬ 
evant final drive, which re¬ 
sulted in Jacksonville’s only 
offensive touchdown: a 16- 
yard pass to Chastin West 
with 59 seconds remaining. 
“It wasn’t our best night,” 
Gabbert said. “We’ve just 
got to learn from it, take 
the positives out of it and 
just get better." 

The injury-riddled Jaguars, 
playing out the season with 
an interim coach and a 
new owner, were coming 
off their best performance, 
having scored 41 straight 
points in a 41-14 victory 
over Tampa Bay.Q 
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Meszaros lifts Flyers to seventh straight win 


MONTREAL (AP) — An¬ 
drei Meszaros scored 8:08 
into the third and Mathieu 
Carle had three assists as 
the Philadelphia Flyers ex¬ 
tended their winning streak 
to seven games with a 4-3 
victory over the Montreal 
Canadiens in the NHL on 
Thursday. 

Maxime Talbot, Harry Zol- 
nierczyk and Wayne Sim- 
monds also scored for the 
Flyers, who have won nine 
of 10.Philadelphia was with¬ 
out star forward Claude Gir¬ 
oux, who missed his second 
game with a concussion, 
and captain Chris Pronger, 
who will miss the rest of the 
regular season and playoffs 
because of severe post¬ 
concussion syndrome. 

Louis Leblanc, David De- 
sharnais and Erik Cole 
scored for Montreal. 

Kings 2, Blue Jackets 1 
In Columbus, Ohio, Dustin 
Brown scored on a redirect 
midway through the third 
period to lead Los Angeles 
past Columbus to give in¬ 
terim coach John Stevens 
his first victory. 

Davis Drewiske also scored 
for the Kings, who fired Terry 
Murray as coach on Mon¬ 
day. There is widespread 
speculation that the team 
is close to hiring former San 
Jose coach and Calgary 
general manager Darryl 
Sutter as the permanent 
coach. 

Jonathan Quick had 24 
saves for Los Angeles, 
which ended a five-game 
skid. After a 5-1-1 start, the 
Kings have gone 9-12-3. 
Hurricanes 4, Canucks 3 
In Raleigh, North Carolina, 
Drayson Bowman scored 
two goals as Carolina ral¬ 
lied to beat Vancouver 
to give Kirk Muller his first 
coaching win on home ice. 
Tuomo Ruutu added a de¬ 
flected goal and an as¬ 
sist and Jaroslav Spacek 
scored his first goal since 
being acquired by the last- 
place Hurricanes last Fri¬ 
day. Carolina scored four 
straight goals to rally from a 
2-0 deficit. 

Muller replaced Paul Mau¬ 
rice, who was fired Nov. 28 
following the Hurricanes’ 
slow start to the season. 
They have lost 16 of their 
last 21 games. 


Lightning 5, Flames 4, OT 

In Tampa, Florida, Steven 
Stamkos scored his 19th 
goal of the season 30 sec¬ 
onds into overtime as Tam¬ 
pa Bay topped Calgary. 
Teddy Purcell, Tom Pyatt, 
Ryan Malone and Nate 
Thompson also scored for 
the Lightning, who had 
lost seven of their last eight 
games. 

Calgary got goals from 
Matt Stajan, Jarome Igin- 
la, Rene Bourque and 
Olli Jokinen. The Flames 
rebounded from a two- 
goal, third-period deficit 
when Bourque scored on a 
breakaway in the opening 
minute and Jokinen redi¬ 
rected Alex Tanguay’s shot 
past Mathieu Garon during 
a power play with 3:12 to 
go in regulation. 

Capitals 1, Jets 0 
In Winnipeg, Manitoba, 
Alex Ovechkin scored with 
1:14 left and Michal Neu- 
virth made 26 saves for his 
first shutout of the season 
as Washington edged Win¬ 
nipeg. 

Ovechkin took a drop pass 
from Marcus Johansson at 
the Winnipeg blue line and 
fired a shot through Ondrej 
Pavelec's pads for his 10th 
goal of the season. 
Washington improved to 
4-4 since Dale Hunter took 
over as coach after Bruce 
Boudreau was fired on Nov. 
28. 

Pavelec made 27 saves for 
the Jets, who had won five 
straight at home. 

Stars 3, Islanders 2 
In Uniondale, New York, 
Jamie Benn scored the go- 
ahead goal 4:33 into the 
third period in Dallas’ vic¬ 
tory over the Islanders. 

Loui Eriksson and Brendan 
Morrow also scored and 
Richard Bachman made 25 
saves to improve to 3-0 in 
the NHL and help the Stars 
run their winning streak to 
three games. 

Michael Grabner and Kyle 
Okposo scored for the Is¬ 
landers, who have lost four 
in a row. 

New York’s Brian Rolston 
left the game because of 
a concussion in the first pe¬ 
riod. 

Predators 4, Red Wings 3 

In Nashville, Tennessee, 
Shea Weber scored two 



Philadelphia Flyers right wing Wayne Simmonds (17) celebrates 
after scoring the third goal against the Montreal Canadiens 
during second-period NHL hockey game action on Thursday, 
Dec. 15, 2011, in Montreal. The Flyers won the game 4-3. 

Associated Press 


goals late in the third pe¬ 
riod to lift Nashville to vic¬ 
tory. 

David Legwand and Jordin 
Tootoo also scored for the 
Predators, who won their 
fourth straight game. 

Tomas Holmstrom, Henrik 
Zetterberg and Nicklas Lid- 
strom scored for the Red 
Wings, who ended a three- 
game win streak. 

Weber scored his first goal 
on a power play with 4:46 
left in the third, then got 
the game-winner on a wrist 
shot less than three minutes 
later. 

Blues 4, Rangers 1 

In St. Louis, Brian Elliott 
made 25 saves to win for 
the ninth time in 10 starts 
and Alex Steen had a goal 
and an assist as the Blues 
beat New York. 

Elliott lowered his NHL-lead- 
ing goals-against average 
to 1.43 and increased his 
league-best save percent¬ 
age to .9500 
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Sticking to an exercise routine during the holidays takes planning 


Pam LeBlanc 
©2011 Cox Newspapers 
AUSTIN, Texas - The holi¬ 
days are here and you 
barely have time to clean 
the house before the rela¬ 
tives arrive. And you're sup¬ 
posed to keep up with an 
exercise program, too? 
That's right, troops. 

Did you know you start to 
lose fitness in about two 
weeks if you quit exercising 
altogether? It's a lot tough¬ 
er to recondition than it is to 
let the workouts slide, too. 
Better to keep plugging 
away, even if you shift to 
a lighter schedule, than to 
start down that slope. 

The key is planning ahead. 
Here are other tips to stick¬ 
ing to a fitness routine 
through the busy holiday 
season: 

1. Put a workout on your 


calendar and stick to it. 

2. Exercise first thing in the 
morning to lessen chances 
of having to push it off your 
daily schedule. 

3. Make a date with a friend 
to walk or run. 

If you’re accountable to 
someone, you’re less likely 
to miss a workout. Besides, 
it’s a great way to catch 
up with people you want to 
see during the holidays. 

4. If you're trapped in the 
kitchen cooking, remem¬ 
ber that cans are a great 
substitute for weights. 

Grab a couple and hoist 
them between mixing bat¬ 
ter and popping cookies in 
and out of the oven. 

5. Break activity into short¬ 
er sessions. If you can't set 
aside time for an hour swim 
practice, for example, try 
to fit in four 15-minute brisk 
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Did you know you start to lose fitness in about two weeks if you quit exercising altogether? It’s a lot 
tougher to recondition than it is to let the workouts slide, too. Better to keep plugging away, even if 
you shift to a lighter schedule, than to start down that slope. 


walks. 

6. Make it a family activity. 
Walk around the neighbor¬ 
hood to look at holiday 
lights. 

7. Turn time normally spent 
sitting into active time. If you 
usually sit on the bleach¬ 
ers during your child's sport 
practice, jog around the 
field instead. You're still 


within eyesight. 

8. Turn daily tasks like clean¬ 
ing into a workout. Just 
speed them up, crank up 
Burl Ives and let loose. 

9. If you are traveling and 
staying at a hotel, book 
one that has a gym or in¬ 
door pool. Then use it. 

10. Think of your exercise 
time as a break from the 


frenzy. It’ll help you control 
stress. 

Pam LeBlanc writes for the 
Austin American-States- 
man. 

E-mail: pleblanc(at)states- 
man.com. 

Story Filed By Cox Newspa¬ 
pers 

For Use By Clients of the New 
York Times News Service. □ 


Hand, foot, mouth disease 
kills 156 people in Vietnam 


HANOI, Vietnam (AP) — 

Vietnam says an outbreak 
of hand, foot and mouth 
disease has killed 156 peo¬ 
ple, mostly children, and 
sickened more than 96,000 
through late November. 

An official at the Ministry of 
Health says the average 
number of weekly cases 
dropped from about 3,000 
in September to 2,460 in 
November. 

The U.S. Centers for Disease 


Control and Prevention is¬ 
sued a travel alert Monday 
urging people visiting Viet¬ 
nam to protect themselves 
from the disease by prac¬ 
ticing “healthy personal hy¬ 
giene.” 

This year's outbreak is a 
sharp uptick from recent 
years. Since 2008, about 
10,000 to 15,000 cases were 
reported per year with 
about 20 to 30 children dy¬ 
ing annually.The common 


childhood illness typically 
causes little more than a 
fever and rash, and most 
recover quickly. □ 
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Investors give ‘Farmville’ maker a cold shoulder 



The corporate logo for Zynga is shown on an electronic billboard 
at the Nasdaq MarketSite, Friday, Dec. 16, 2011 in New York. 
Stock in the San Francisco company began trading at Nasdaq, 
Friday following its IPO. 


BARBARA ORTUTAY 
AP Technology Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — As its 

workers celebrated with 
hot chocolate and cinna¬ 
mon buns, Zynga saw its 
stock dinged on its first day 
of trading Friday — an un¬ 
expected turn of events for 
a closely watched public 
debut seen as a precursor 
to Facebook’s next year. 
Zynga Inc., the online game 
developer behind “Farm- 
Ville," ‘'Mafia Wars" and 
other popular time killers on 
Facebook, raised at least 
$1 billion in its initial public 
offering of stock, the largest 
for a U.S. Internet company 
since Google’s $1.4 billion 
IPO in 2004. 

But by Friday afternoon, 
Zynga’s stock fell 50 cents, 
or 5 percent, to close at 
$9.50. The stock priced at 
$10 on Thursday, at the high 
end of its expected range. 
It traded as high as $11.50 
on Friday before heading 
into a downward spiral on 
the Nasdaq Stock Market. 

It was far from the eye¬ 
popping jump that has 
been the trend this year for 
freshly public Internet dar¬ 
lings such as Linkedln Corp., 
which saw its stock double 
on its first trading day. 
Zynga's opening — with a 
ticker symbol of “ZNGA” — 
was supposed to be big. 
After all, unlike many others 
with IPOs, the company is 
profitable, with more than 
220 million people play¬ 
ing its games on Facebook 
each month. 

What this all means for 
Facebook’s IPO, expected 
sometime after April, is hard 
to say. One thing is clear, 
though. 

“A hot IPO is not guaran¬ 


teed,” said Kathleen Smith, 
principal of IPO investment 
advisory firm Renaissance 
Capital. 

Despite the big-name pub¬ 
lic offerings this year, the 
IPO market is not in good 
health. Buyers are skittish 
and concerned about 
the high volatility of freshly 
public stocks. Smith said. 
Big name or not, investors 
don’t want to pay sky-high 
prices for stocks, especially 
not before a company 
has proven itself with good 
earnings reports and ana¬ 
lyst ratings. 

Seventy percent of the 125 
companies that went pub¬ 
lic this year are now trad¬ 
ing below their IPO price, 
according to Renaissance 
Capital. While Friday’s drop 
doesn’t look good, it’s not 
devastating for Zynga. Its 
CEO, Mark Pincus, said the 
company’s focus is on “de¬ 
livering great products” 
that expand audience for 
social games over the next 
few years — and not on the 
next trading day. 

“We didn’t have any ex¬ 
pectations coming into this 
whole process,” he said 
in an interview. “We de¬ 
cided to go public a long 
time ago." Pincus rang 
the Nasdaq's opening bell 
in San Francisco, a first in 
the city for a freshly public 
company. The company’s 
roughly 1,700 San Francisco 
employees woke up at the 
crack of down to celebrate 
with cinnamon buns and 
hot cocoa. Zynga also de¬ 
livered video of the open¬ 
ing ceremony over the In¬ 
ternet to its offices around 
the world. 

Thursday's pricing gives 
Zynga a market value of 


about $7 billion. That’s 
roughly half of the value 
of online deals site Grou- 
pon, which began trading 
in early November. Zynga, 
though, sold a much big¬ 
ger chunk of its available 
shares, 14.3 percent com¬ 
pared with Groupon’s 5.5 
percent. It’s an issue of sup¬ 
ply and demand — selling 
more shares means inves¬ 
tors don’t have to scramble 
to get their hands on them. 
Wedbush analyst Michael 
Pachter said stocks trade 
based on supply and de¬ 
mand on the first day. 

In Zynga’s case, he be¬ 
lieves the IPO's underwriters 
placed more shares with 
investors who were going 
to “flip” the stock — that is, 
buy a hot stock and quickly 


NEW YORK (AP) — Face- 
book and Greenpeace 
have called a truce over a 
clean energy feud that had 
the environmental group 
using the social network’s 
own platform to campaign 
against it. 

Greenpeace and Face- 
book said Thursday that 
they will work together to 
encourage the use of re¬ 
newable energy instead of 
coal. Last year, Facebook 
opened a data center 
in Prineville, Oregon, us¬ 
ing the area’s cool nights 
and dry air to save energy 
while keeping its systems 
from overheating. It also re¬ 
ceived generous tax breaks 
for adding jobs to the eco¬ 
nomically struggling region. 
But Greenpeace wasn’t 


sell it to make a profit in¬ 
stead of holding on to it for 
the long run. All that selling 


happy that Facebook 
picked site for its data cen¬ 
ter that’s served by a pow¬ 
er company that generates 
most of its electricity from 
coal. It started a campaign 
to get the social network 
operator to use renewable 
energy. It attracted some 
700,000 supporters on Face- 
book. Greenpeace said it 
was ending the campaign 
and declared victory on its 
“Unfriend Coal” Facebook 
page, which was still up 
Thursday morning. 

The page has more than 
180,000 followers. 

Facebook says it will work 
with the group to promote 
clean, renewable energy 
and encourage other tech- 
nologycompanies to do the 
same. The company said 


Associated Press 

tempered the stock’s price, 
and other nervous investors 
started selling, too. □ 


it will now state a “prefer¬ 
ence for access to clean 
and renewable energy” 
when choosing where to 
build its data centers. But 
it stopped short of saying it 
will only build on such sites. 
Clean energy has also been 
big issue for Facebook’s Sili¬ 
con Valley Google Inc. The 
online search leader has 
been trying to prove that 
its business model is envi¬ 
ronmentally friendly and 
recently revealed exactly 
how much electricity it uses 
(2.3 kilowatt-hours of elec¬ 
tricity last year, about the 
same as what 207,000 U.S. 
homes would use in a year). 
It has also invested nearly 
$1 billion in renewable en¬ 
ergy projects such as wind 
farms and solar projects.Q 


Facebook, Greenpeace in 
truce over data centers 
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Early rally fades; markets down for the week 


NEW YORK (AP) — An ear¬ 
ly rally faded on the stock 
market Friday, leaving in¬ 
dexes down about 3 per¬ 
cent for the week as worries 
resurfaced about a break¬ 
up of the euro. BlackBerry 
maker Research in Motion 
plunged after slashing its 
forecast for holiday sales. 
The Dow Jones industrial 
average closed down 2.42 
points Friday, less than 0.1 
percent, at 11,866.93. It 
had been up as many as 
99 points after the Italian 
government won a con¬ 
fidence vote on austerity 
measures. It turned mixed 
around midday as Fitch 
warned that it might down¬ 
grade the debt of Italy, 
Spain and four other coun¬ 
tries that use the euro. 
Materials and industrial 
companies rose, signal¬ 
ing that traders expect 
the economic recovery to 
remain on track. Utilities, 
health care and consumer 
staples companies lagged 
the market as traders sold 
stocks that are considered 
to be safer when the econ¬ 
omy is weak. 

The Dow Jones industrial 
average broke a three-day 
slump Thursday on news 
that claims for unemploy¬ 
ment benefits plunged 
last week and measures 
of manufacturing in the 
Northeast improved dra¬ 
matically. The Dow lost 360 
points over the first three 
days of the week as inves¬ 
tors questioned whether 
Europe’s agreement to 
closer coordinate fiscal 
policy would be enough to 
save the euro from a cata¬ 
strophic breakup. 

Some analysts believe ner¬ 
vousness about Europe 
this fall and winter pushed 
stock prices lower than 
their fair value. Investment 
adviser Uri Landesman, 
president of Platinum Part¬ 
ners, expects stocks to rise 
into next year because of 
the growing likelihood that 
economic news and Euro¬ 
pean headlines will remain 
positive. 

“The odds are, the news is 
going to be better than the 
market is discounting,” Lan¬ 
desman said. Fie said the 
market is near the low end 
of its recent trading range, 
and a dose of positive 



The corporate logo for Zynga is shown on an electronic billboard 
at the Nasdaq MarketSite, Friday, Dec. 16, 2011, in New York. 
Stock in the San Francisco company began trading at Nasdaq, 
Friday following its IPO. 

(AP Photo/Mark Lennihan) 


news could set off a mini¬ 
rally. Any market moves 
next week could be sharp 
as trading volume thins out 
before the Christmas holi¬ 
day, Landesman said. 

The Standard & Poor's 500 
index rose 3.89, or 0.3 per¬ 
cent, to 1,219.65. The Nas¬ 
daq composite index rose 
14.32, or 0.6 percent, to 
2,555..33 The Dow is down 
2.6 percent for the week; 
the S&P 2.8 percent. The 
Nasdaq lost 3.5 percent. 
The yield on the 10-year 
Treasury note plunged to 
1.85 percent from 1.93 per¬ 
cent earlier Friday after the 
government said consum¬ 
er prices were unchanged 


last month, suggesting 
that inflation remains low. 
Low inflation makes bonds 
more attractive because 
it doesn’t diminish the buy¬ 
ing power of the fixed re¬ 
turn a bond provides over 
time. 

The gains were broad. 
Eight of the 10 industry 
groups in the S&P 500 in¬ 
dex rose, led by materials 
and industrial companies. 
U.S. factories in some re¬ 
gions have seen shipments 
and orders rise this month, 
according to two surveys 
released Wednesday. Ma¬ 
terials companies are ben¬ 
efiting from soaring com¬ 
modity pricesO 


Torrent of bad financial news for Europe 



The Euro sculpture stands in front of the European Central Bank, 
right, in Frankfurt, Germany, on Friday, Dec. 16, 2011. Poster un¬ 
derneath the Euro sign reads: Let’s talk about the Future. 

(AP Photo/Michael Probst) 


SHAWN POGATCHNIK 
Associated Press 
DUBLIN (AP) — Alarming fi¬ 
nancial news flowed out of 
Europe in a torrent Friday, 
just a week after the EU 
leaders struck a deal they 
thought would contain the 
continent’s debt crisis. 

The bombardment shred¬ 
ded hopes of a lasting so¬ 
lution to the turmoil that is 
endangering the euro — 
the currency used by 17 
European nations — and 
threatening the entire glob¬ 
al economy. 

In quick succession: 

— The Fitch Ratings agency 
announced it was consider¬ 
ing further cuts to the credit 
scores of six eurozone na¬ 
tions — heavyweights Italy 
and Spain, as well as Bel¬ 
gium, Cyprus, Ireland and 
Slovenia. It said all six could 
face downgrades of one or 
two notches. 

— Ireland’s economy shrunk 
again much deeper than 
had been expected, with its 
third-quarter gross domestic 
product falling 1.9 percent. 
Ireland is one of three eu¬ 
rozone nations kept solvent 
only by an international 
bailout. 

— Bankers and hedge funds 
were balking in talks about 
forgiving 50 percent of 
Greece’s massive debts, a 
key issue in the debate over 
Greece’s second rescue 
bailout. 


— The red ink in Spain’s re¬ 
gional governments surged 
22 percent in the last year, 
endangering the central 
government’s efforts to cut 
overall Spanish debt. 

— France, the second-larg¬ 
est eurozone economy af¬ 
ter Germany, warned that it 
faced at least a temporary 
recession next year. 

— The euro hovered Friday 
just above $1.30, a cent 
higher than its 11-month 
low. 

On the positive side, Fitch 
said France should keep 
its top AAA credit rating 
even though the country’s 
debt load is projected to 
rise through 2014. Italian 
lawmakers overwhelmingly 
passed Premier Mario Mon¬ 
ti's new austerity package 
in a confidence vote, even 
though many still objected 
to its pension reforms. 

French officials and inves¬ 
tors had feared that France 
could get downgraded, 
which would have immedi¬ 
ate repercussions for the en¬ 
tire eurozone. France and 
Germany’s AAA credit rat¬ 
ings underpin the rating for 
the eurozone’s bailout fund. 
European Union leaders 
confirmed Friday they have 
distributed the text of their 
proposed new budget- 
stability treaty, a pact de¬ 
signed to deter runaway 
deficits and supposed to 
become EU law by March. 


But as growth prospects 
fade across the continent, 
governments are facing 
the likelihood that Europe’s 
debt crisis will prove longer 
and tougher to overcome 
than even their most re¬ 
cently revised forecasts. 
Until this week, EU lead¬ 
ers held up Ireland as the 
model for how a debt- 
struck nation should be¬ 
have — defying economic 
gravity by simultaneously 
growing its economy while 
sucking billions out of that 
same economy in Europe’s 
longest austerity drive. 

But on Friday, Ireland an¬ 
nounced its third-quarter 
gross domestic product 
fell 1.9 percent, its national 
product 2.2 percent. Econ¬ 
omists had expected only 
an 0.5 percent fall for GDP 
and none at all for GNP. 
The latter figure is consid¬ 
ered a better measure of 


Ireland’s economic vitality 
because it excludes the 
largely exported profits of 
about 600 American com¬ 
panies based in the coun¬ 
try. 

Ireland has been cutting 
spending and hiking taxes 
since late 2008 and has 
plans to keep doing so 
through 2015. Next year’s 
target is €2.2 billion ($2.9 
billion) in cuts and €1.6 bil¬ 
lion ($2.1 billion) in extra 
charges, including a hike 
in national sales tax to 23 
percent and introduction 
of a new€100 ($131) taxon 
every property. 

But the country’s finances 
this year are seriously out 
of whack: It is spending €57 
billion ($74.5 billion), includ¬ 
ing €10 billion ($13 billion) 
to keep its five nationalized 
banks afloat, but collecting 
just €34 billion ($44 billion) in 
taxes.Q 
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Global markets cautious amid economic concerns 



People walk by an electronic stock board of a securities firm in 
Tokyo Friday, Dec. 16, 2011 as Japan’s benchmark Nikkei 225 
index gained 24.35 and closed at 8,401.72. Global stocks were 
muted on Friday as concerns about Europe’s debt crisis flared 
back up, with Fitch ratings agency warning it could downgrade 
six eurozone nations, including Italy and Spain, two of the 
shakiest economies in the region. 

(AP Photo/Koji Sasahara) 


Oil prices retreat 
on debt 
problems 

NEW YORK (AP) — Europe’s 
financial woes pushed oil 
prices lower Friday for a 
third straight day. 

The eurozone region 
continues to wrestle with a 
mountain of debt, and the 
only cure at hand appears 
to be a wave of severe 
spending cuts and pleas 
for more international aid. 
European Union leaders 
have hammered out a 
new plan for more central 
financial control and 
requirements for balanced 
budgets, but experts say 
those measures will do little 
to reduce current debts. 
“That plan was a real bust,” 
independent oil analyst 
and trader Stephen Schork 
said. “There’s talk of real 
weakness now." 

Spending cuts typically 
lead to declines in energy 
consumption. It also 
means fewer imports of 
manufactured goods from 
other countries like China 
and the U.S. Many experts 
think that the eurozone 
is already headed for 
a recession. Investors 
remain concerned that 
widespread bank failures 
could follow, and it may 
become increasingly 
difficult for businesses 
to raise money as more 
investors lose confidence in 
the eurozone economy. 
Fitch ratings agency 
revised its outlook on 
France to “negative” from 
“stable” because of the 
country’s hefty debt load. 
It also is considering a 
credit downgrade for six 
other nations that use the 
euro — Italy, Spain, Ireland, 
Belgium, Slovenia and 
Cyprus. 

Benchmark crude fell 34 
cents to end at $93.53 per 
barrel in New York. Prices 
fell as low as $92.52 earlier 
in the day. Brent crude, 
which is used to price 
foreign oil that’s imported 
by many U.S. refineries, fell 
25 cents to finish at $103.35 
a barrel in London. 

The Labor Department 
reported Friday that 
consumer prices stayed 
flat in November, evidence 
that inflation is under 
control. Lower energy costs 
helped keep prices down 
overall. □ 


CARLO PIOVANO 
AP Business Writer 
LONDON (AP) — Global 
stocks were muted on Fri¬ 
day as concerns about 
Europe's debt crisis flared 
back up, with Fitch rat¬ 
ings agency warning it 
could downgrade six eu¬ 
rozone nations, including 
Italy and Spain, two of the 
shakiest economies in the 
region. 

Although Fitch affirmed 
France's top AAA rating, it 
announced it was consid¬ 
ering downgrading Italy, 
Spain, Ireland, Belgium, 
Slovenia and Cyprus. 

It said that following last 
week’s EU summit, it “has 
concluded that a ‘com¬ 
prehensive solution’ to 
the eurozone crisis is tech¬ 
nically and politically be¬ 
yond reach." 

The warnings came at the 


end of a day full of nega¬ 
tive news for Europe. Ire¬ 
land’s economy contract¬ 
ed much more than ex¬ 
pected in the third quarter, 
Spanish regional debt rose 
sharply over the past year. 


and EU officials admitted 
that talks to get Greece’s 
private creditors to take 
losses on their bonds were 
not going as well as hoped. 
The affirmation of France's 
rating and the Italian gov¬ 


ernment's survival of a 
confidence vote were rare 
bright spots in a week of 
dire financial news for Eu¬ 
rope. 

After trading higher most of 
the day, European stocks 
closed lower. Britain’s FTSE 
shed 0.3 percent to 5,387.34 
and Germany’s DAX lost 
0.5 percent to 5,701.78. 
France’s CAC-40 closed 0.9 
percent lower at 2,972.30 
— its losses were driven in 
part by a report from the 
national statistics agency 
predicting a recession in 
the country over this quar¬ 
ter and the next. 

Fitch’s affirmation of the 
country's rating came only 
after markets closed. 
Investor sentiment had 
been stronger earlier in the 
day, as traders focused 
on an improvement in U.S. 
economic indicators.Q 
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Blondie 
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WELL, THEy 
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Baby Blues 
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Difficulty Level ★ ★ ★ ★ 1 2/17 


Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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Friday’s Puzzle Solved 


T 

O 

R 

C 

H 


Is 

C 

A 

B 


Is 

H 

O 

T 

1 

D 

A 

H 

0 


i 

0 

T 

A 


C 

1 

T 

E 

N 

O 

T 

E 

S 


s 

L 

E 

DJ 


A 

N 

T 

E 

T 

R 

E 

A 

T 

1 

s 

d 


r 

A 

R 

D 

E 

N 


T 

1 

D 

k 


[m 

E 

R 

C 

U 

R 

Y 

H 

A 


Is 

L 

E 


Ft 

A 

S 

T 

E 


A 

L 

L 


Ie 

A 

G 

e 

R 


Is 

L 

A 

C 

K 

L 

E 

O 

sl 


k 

E 

A 

S 

j\ 


Iy 

U 

L 

E 

E 

X 

P 

E 

71 


A 

C 

H 

E 

F 


N 

U 

N 


M 

Y 

R 

R 

h| 


S 

T 

A 

rr 

E 

S 

C 

A 

N 

1 

N 

E 

S 


F 

T 

O 

P 


Y 

V 

O 

N 

N 

d 


[d 

i 

S 

P 

O 

s 

E 

D 

C 

O 

M 

A 



L 

A 

d 


G 

L 

A 

D 

E 

L 

1 

A 

R 


r 

H 

O 

L 

E 


A 

L 

1 

G 

N 

E 

D 

D 

Y 


0 

W 

E 

D 


P 

O 

L 

E 

S 


12/17/11 


(c) 2011 Tribune Media Services, Inc. 
All Rights Reserved. 


ACROSS 

1 Dad 

4 Flowed back 
9 Pepsi, for one 
13 Gorillas 

15 Tomb 

16 Enthusiastic 

17 _ and void; 
not valid 

18 Ascends 

19 Actress _ 
Campbell 

20 Invoice 

22 Individuals 

23 _ up; arranges 

24 Mischief maker 
26 Insteps 

29 Grape 
plantation 

34 Shows courage 

35 Shanty 

36 “Skip to My 

37 _ reflux; 
cause of 
heartburn 

38 Took an oath 

39 Slant; prejudice 

40 Jewel 

41 Riders’fees 

42 Browned bread 

43 Betrothal 

45 Seashores 

46 St. Joan of _ 

47 Blacken 

48 Long & skinny 
51 Like an area 

that no one has 
set foot on 

56 “American 

57 Nearer to the 
ground 

58 Corrupt 

60 Give a hoot 

61 Licoricelike 
flavoring 

62 Ms. McEntire 

63 Award for “ER” 

64 Leases from a 
landlord 

65 OPQ followers 

DOWN 

1 “Peter_” 

2 Musical work 

3 Animal hide 

4 Long-plumed 
herons 

5 Teacup edges 


6 Foundation 

7 Like a tied 
score 

8 Fated 

9 Awning 

10 Large kitchen 
appliance 

11 _ it up; have 
a ball 

12 Drinks made of 
lime or lemon 

14 Made wide cuts 

21 Golf pegs 

25 Singer Torme 

26 Saying 

27 Marathons 

28 Pinch a pie 
crust’s edges 

29 A, E, I, 0 or U 

30 Currier’s 
printing partner 

31 Assumed name 

32 Standing rib _ 

33 Wipes furniture 
with a rag 

35 Israeli dance 

38 _ surgeon; 
vein specialist 

39 Lodger 


41 Animal’s coat 

42 Warty 
amphibian 

44 Legendary 
markswoman 
Annie _ 

45 Tasks 

47 Toothpaste 
brand 


48 Scalp problem 

49 Eve’s husband 

50 “Cheers” role 

52 Zero 

53 Look-alike 

54 Hardly 
seldom 

55 Pen points 

59 Caesar’s lang. 
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Snoop, Khalifa look to be 
next Cheech and Chong 



In this photo taken Friday, Dec. 9, 2011, Rap artists Snoop Dogg, 
left, and Wiz Khalifa pose for photos in Atlanta. The pair have 
been touring together and are releasing new music including a 
soundtrack for their upcoming stoner movie “Mac + Devin Go 
To High School”. 

Associated Press 


JONATHAN LANDRUM Jr. 
Associated Press 
ATLANTA (AP) — Snoop 
Dogg remembered watch¬ 
ing all of the Cheech and 
Chong movies growing up, 
idolizing their ability to al¬ 
ways escape from danger 
in their comedy films. 

Wiz Khalifa revered Snoop 
Dogg for his marijuana¬ 
smoking, ultra-smooth West 
Coast swagger shown ex¬ 
tensively throughout his rap 
career. 

One is the mentor, the oth¬ 
er is the protege. Since the 
two rappers met for the first 
time last year, they’ve built 
a strong rapport and have 
united to create their own 
album, “Mac & Devin Go 
to High School,” which was 
released this week. 

The album is the soundtrack 
of the rappers' upcoming 
comedy, “Mac & Devin 
Go to High School,” which 
is expected to be released 
early next year. The duo 
feels they are capable of 
following the footsteps of 
Cheech and Chong, who 
gained fame through their 
marijuana humor. 

“They smoked joints, they 
were funny, they were 
cool and they would get 
into real situations,” Snoop 
Dogg said. 

“To me, that’s what me 
and Wiz represent. A lot 
of kids growing up don’t 
understand who Cheech 
and Chong are. So we’re 
the modern-day image 
of them. We're bringing it 
back.” 

Snoop Dogg and Khalifa 
have embodied the fun- 
filled, carefree life, with a 
devotion to smoking mari¬ 
juana. Their easygoing de¬ 
meanor is displayed on the 
duo’s single, “Young, Wild 
& Free,” featuring Bruno 
Mars, which peaked at No. 
10 on Billboard's Hot 100 
chart. 

The rappers are latest pop¬ 
ular hip-hop characters to 
create an album and mov¬ 
ie revolving around their 
marijuana excursions. Rap¬ 
per Redman and Method 
Man appeared in the 2001 
film, “How High.” 


But Khalifa said he and 
Snoop Dogg are “"trying 
to create our own lane. 
“There have been others 
to pave the way for us, so 
we're just trying to keep it 
going, and tell our own sto¬ 
ries,” added Khalifa, who 
finished a six-city tour with 
Snoop Dogg this week. 
Some believe the rappers 
are having too much fun 
with their storytelling. In 
May, there were reports 
that school officials can¬ 
celed the filming of “High 
School” at a high school in 
California after learning the 
theme of the movie was 
centered around marijua¬ 
na, which is an illegal sub¬ 
stance. 

When contacted by The 
Associated Press, school 
officials declined to com¬ 
ment. 

But Snoop Dogg and Khali¬ 
fa coolly denied there were 
any problems. 

“We heard about it, but it 
didn't mean much to us,” 
Snoop Dogg said. “We got 
done what we needed to 
get done. It was shot and 
promptly prepared.” 

Snoop Dogg, 40, took a 
liking to the 24-year-old 
Khalifa after he noticed his 
kids' infatuation with the 
rapper's ubiquitous 2010 hit 


“Black and Yellow.” From 
there. Snoop Dogg invited 
Khalifa to his home in Los 
Angeles. 

“We have built a bond and 
a friendship that's going 
to last a lifetime,” Khalifa 
said. “People will hear it in 
the music, and see it in the 
movie.” 

After a conversation that 
lasted a few hours, the 
two rappers decided that 
same day to collaborate 
for an album and movie. 
They didn’t waste time, 
filming the movie and re¬ 
cording the album within a 
two-month timeframe. 

In “High School,” Khalifa 
stars as a senior valedicto¬ 
rian named Devin who is 
only focused on his aca¬ 
demics. He breaks out of his 
shell after meeting Snoop 
Dogg’s character, Mac, a 
teenage student (yes, he 
is playing a teen) who has 
street smarts but struggles 
to apply them in the class¬ 
room. 

Snoop Dogg described his 
partnership with Khalifa as 
“a magical situation.” 

“I’ve been around magic a 
lot of times from being with 
Dr. Dre, Tupac, Master P. 
and Nate Dogg. What me 
and Wiz had was a magi¬ 
cal moment right there.”□ 
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Comet defies death, brushes up to sun and lives 


SETH BORENSTEIN 
AP Science Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — A 

small comet survived what 
astronomers figured would 
be a sure death when it 
danced uncomfortably 
close to the broiling sun. 
Comet Lovejoy, which was 


only discovered a couple 
of weeks ago, was sup¬ 
posed to melt Thursday 
night when it came close 
to where temperatures hit 
several million degrees. 
Astronomers had tracked 
2,000 other sun-grazing 
comets make the same sui- 
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cidal trip. None had ever 
survived. 

But astronomers watch¬ 
ing live with NASA tele¬ 
scopes first saw the sun’s 
corona wiggle as Lovejoy 
went close to the sun. They 
were then shocked when 
a bright spot emerged on 
the sun’s other side. Love¬ 
joy lived. 

“I was delighted when I 
saw it go into the sun and I 
was astounded when I saw 
something re-emerge,” 
said U.S. Navy solar re¬ 
searcher Karl Battams. 
Lovejoy didn’t exactly 
come out of its hellish ad¬ 
venture unscathed. Only 
10 percent of the comet 
— which was probably mil- 



. Astronomers had tracked 2,000 other sun-grazing comets make 
the same suicidal trip. None had ever survived. 

Associated Press 


lions of tons — survived the 
encounter, said W. Dean 
Pesnell, project scientist for 
NASA's Solar Dynamics Ob¬ 
servatory, which tracked 
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Lovejoy’s death-defying 
plunge. 

And the comet lost some¬ 
thing pretty important: its 
tail. 

“It looks like the tail broke 
off and is stuck” in the sun’s 
magnetic field, Pesnell said. 
Comets circle the sun and 
sometimes get too close. 
Lovejoy came within 75,000 
miles (121,000 kilometers) of 
the sun’s surface, Battams 
said. For a small object of¬ 
ten described as a dirty 
snowball comprised of ice 
and dust, that brush with 
the sun should have been 
fatal. 

Astronomers say it proba¬ 
bly didn’t melt completely 
because the comet was 
larger than they thought. 
The frozen comet was 
evaporating as it made the 
trip toward the sun, “just 
like you're sweating on a 
hot day,” Pesnell said. 

“It’s like an ice cube go¬ 
ing by a barbecue grill," he 
said.Q 
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‘Batman’ star Bale tries to visit China activist 


CHRISTOPHER BODEEN 
Associated Press 
BEIJING (AP) — “Batman” 
star Christian Bale, in the 
midst of promoting a film 
he made in China that 
some critics have called 
propaganda, was physi¬ 
cally stopped by govern¬ 
ment-backed guards from 
visiting a blind activist living 
under house arrest — with 
a CNN crew in tow to re¬ 
cord the scuffle. 

CNN posted footage of the 
confrontation on its web¬ 
site Friday. 

The run-in and publicity is 
likely to cause discomfort 
in China’s government- 
backed film industry, which 
hopes Bale's movie 
“The Flowers of War” will 
be a creative success at 
home and abroad. The 
star’s actions are sure to fo¬ 
cus attention on the plight 
of Chen Guangcheng, 
guarded around the clock 
by burly, aggressive secu¬ 
rity men who have blocked 
dozens of reporters and fel¬ 
low activists trying to see 
him in the past. 


Bale was to leave China on 
Friday and his representa¬ 
tives could not immediately 
be reached for comment. 
Bale, who won a best sup¬ 
porting actor Oscar for last 
year’s “The Fighter," trav¬ 
eled Thursday with a crew 
from CNN to the village in 
eastern China where Chen, 
the blind lawyer, lives with 
his family in complete isola¬ 
tion. 

They were stopped at the 
entrance to Dongshigu vil¬ 
lage in Shandong province 
by unidentified men. 

The video footage shows 
Bale asking to see Chen, 
with a CNN producer pro¬ 
viding interpretation, but 
being ordered by one of 
the guards to leave. 

He then asked why he was 
unable to pass through. 
The guards responded by 
trying to grab or punch a 
small video camera Bale 
was carrying. 

“What I really wanted to 
do was to meet the man, 
shake his hand and say 
what an inspiration he is,” 
Bale was quoted as saying 


‘At Last’ singer Etta 
James terminally ill 


RIVERSIDE, California 

(AP) — “At Last” and “Tell 
Mama” blues singer Etta 
James, whose health has 
been fading in recent 
years, is now terminally ill, 
and her live-in doctor is ask¬ 
ing for prayers. 

Dr. Elaine James, who isn’t 
related to the 73-year- 
old entertainer, tells the 
Riverside Press-Enterprise 
newspaper that the sing¬ 
er’s chronic leukemia was 
declared incurable two 
weeks ago. 

The doctor has cared for 
Etta James at the singer's 
Riverside, California, area 
home since March 2010. 
Elaine James says she’s 
spreading word of the sing¬ 
er’s ailments so people will 
pray for her. She says fans 
know Etta James has been 
sick “but not how sick." 
Court records in the sing¬ 
er’s probate case show she 
also suffers from dementia 
and kidney failure. 

Elaine James made her 



This Nov. 24, 2008 file photo 
shows Etta James arriving at 
the premiere of “Cadillac Re¬ 
cords” in Los Angeles. 

Associated Press 

comments outside a River¬ 
side conservatorship hear¬ 
ing over the singer’s $1 
million estate. The singer’s 
son, Donto James, wants 
a conservator rather than 
the singer's husband, Artis 
Mills.Q 



In this file photo taken Monday, Dec. 12, 2011, English actor 
Christian Bale speaks to journalists during an interview on the 
red carpet as he arrives for an event of the Zhang Yimou-direct¬ 
ed new movie “The Flowers of War” in Beijing, China. 

Associated Press 


by CNN. 

Chen's case has been 
raised publicly by U.S. law¬ 
makers and diplomats, in¬ 


cluding Secretary of State 
Hillary Rodham Clinton, all 
to no response from China. 
CNN said Bale first learned 


of Chen from news reports 
when he was in China film¬ 
ing “The Flowers of War,” 
China’s official submission 
this year for best foreign 
language film Oscar. 

“Chen Guangcheng is a 
newsworthy figure ... and 
as such it is in the interest 
of CNN’s global viewers to 
hear from him,” 

CNN said in a statement. 
“Mr. Bale reached out to 
CNN and invited us to join 
him on his journey to visit 
Chen.” 

Chen, a self-taught lawyer 
who was blinded by a fe¬ 
ver in infancy, angered au¬ 
thorities after documenting 
forced late-term abortions 
and sterilizations and oth¬ 
er abuses by overzealous 
authorities trying to meet 
population control goals in 
his rural communityO 
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Stephen King raises money 
for heating oil for poor 


BANGOR, Maine (AP) — 

Horror author Stephen 
King’s efforts to raise money 
to help low-income Maine 
residents pay their heating 
oil bills this winter have ex¬ 
ceeded goals. 

King announced last month 
that his foundation would 
match up to $70,000 if lis¬ 
teners of the three local ra¬ 


dio stations he owns donat¬ 
ed that amount, for a total 
of $140,000. 

The U.S. government told 
the state it should expect 
$23 million in heating oil as¬ 
sistance this winter, down 
from $55.6 million last winter. 
King tells the Bangor Daily 
News he’s “grateful” to ev¬ 
erybody who helped.Q 


Britney Spears engaged 
to marry Jason Trawick 


LOS ANGELES (AP) — Brit¬ 
ney Spears is ready to walk 
down the aisle for the third 
time. The 30-year-old pop 
star has agreed to marry 
her longtime boyfriend and 
former agent Jason Tra¬ 
wick. 

Trawick announced Friday 
on “Access Hollywood” 
that he and Spears are en¬ 
gaged. The two have been 
dating since 2009. 

Spears hinted at the big 
news with a tweet Friday 
morning that read, “OMG. 
Last night Jason surprised 
me with the one gift I’ve 
been waiting for. Can’t 
wait to show you! SO SO SO 
excited!!!!” 

Spears was previously 
married to Kevin Feder- 
line, with whom she has 
two sons: 6-year-old Sean 
Preston and 5-year-old 
Jayden James. The couple 
divorced in 2006. Spears 
also briefly wed childhood 



In this May 11, 2011 file photo, 
singer Britney Spears, right, 
and Jason Trawick arrive at an 
Evening of “Southern Style” in 
Beverly Hills, Calif. Trawick an¬ 
nounced Friday, dec. 16,2011, 
on “Access Hollywood” that 
he and Spears are engaged. 
The two have been dating 
since 2009. 

friend Jason Alexander in 
2004, but the marriage was 
annulled after 55 hours. □ 


Justin Bieber 
stages concert 
at Las Vegas 
school 

LAS VEGAS (AP) — Teen 
pop sensation Justin Bieber 
is performing a private 
concert for a Las Vegas 
elementary school that’s 
gained publicity for ser¬ 
vices it provides for low-in- 
come families. 

Bieber’s concert is set for 
Friday morning at Whit¬ 
ney Elementary School 
and comes after the sing¬ 
er pledged to donate 
$100,000 to the school. 

The 17-year-old pop star 
announced the gift in 
October during a taping 
of “The Ellen Degeneres 



In this May 10, 2011 photo, 
Canadian pop star Justin 
Bieber performs during his 
“My World Tour” concert in 
Manila, Philippines. 

Associated Press 

Show” that aired on Nov. 1. 
School officials told the 
Las Vegas Sun newspaper 
some of the students burst 
into tears of joy when they 
heard Bieber would stage 
a show for them. 


Christopher Hitchens, 
militant pundit, dies at 62 



Essayist Christopher Hitchens speaks during a debate on Iraq 
and the foreign policies of the United States and Britain, in this 
Sept. 14, 2005 file photo taken in New York. Associated Press 


HILLEL ITALIE 
AP National Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Christo¬ 
pher Hitchens, the author, 
essayist and polemicist 
who waged verbal and oc¬ 
casional physical battle on 
behalf of causes left and 
right and wrote the pro¬ 
vocative best-seller “God is 
Not Great,” died Thursday 
night after a long battle 
with cancer. He was 62. 

The death of Hitchens was 
announced in a statement 
from Vanity Fair magazine. 
The statement said he died 
Thursday night at M.D. An¬ 
derson Cancer Center in 
Houston of pneumonia, a 
complication of his esoph¬ 
ageal cancer. 

“There will never be anoth¬ 
er like Christopher. A man 
of ferocious intellect, who 
was as vibrant on the page 
as he was at the bar,” said 
Vanity Fair editor Graydon 
Carter. “Those who read 
him felt they knew him, and 
those who knew him were 
profoundly fortunate souls.” 
A most engaged, prolific 
and public intellectual who 
enjoyed his drink (enough 
to “to kill or stun the aver¬ 


age mule”) and cigarettes, 
he announced in June 2010 
that he was being treated 
for cancer of the esopha¬ 
gus and cancelled a tour 
for his memoir “Hitch-22.” 
Hitchens, a frequent tele¬ 
vision commentator and 
a contributor to Van¬ 
ity Fair, Slate and other 
publications while based 
in Washington, had be¬ 
come a popular author in 
2007 thanks to “God is Not 
Great,” a manifesto for ath- 
iests that defied a recent 
trend of religious works. 
Cancer humbled, but did 
not mellow him. Even after 
his diagnosis, his columns 
appeared weekly, savag¬ 
ing the royal family or revel¬ 
ing in the death of Osama 
bin Laden. 

“I love the imagery of strug¬ 
gle,” he wrote about his ill¬ 
ness in an August 2010 es¬ 
say in Vanity Fair. “I some¬ 
times wish I were suffering 
in a good cause, or risking 
my life for the good of oth¬ 
ers, instead of just being a 
gravely endangered pa¬ 
tient." 

Eloquent and intemper¬ 
ate, bawdy and urbane. 


he was an acknowledged 
contrarian and contra¬ 
diction — half-Christian, 
half-Jewish and fully non¬ 
believing; a native of Eng¬ 
land who settled in Ameri¬ 
ca; a former Trotskyite who 
backed the Iraq war and 
supported George W. Bush. 
But his passions remained 
constant and enemies of 
his youth, from Henry Kiss¬ 
inger to Mother Teresa, re¬ 
mained hated. 

He was a militant humanist 
who believed in pluralism 
and racial justice and free¬ 
dom of speech, big cities 
and fine art and the willing¬ 
ness to stand the conse¬ 
quences. He was smacked 
in the rear by then-British 
Prime Minister Margaret 
Thatcher and beaten up in 
Beirut. He once submitted 
to waterboarding to prove 
that it was indeed torture. 
Hitchens was an old-fash¬ 
ioned sensualist who ab¬ 
stained from clean living as 
if it were just another kind of 
church. In 2005, he would 
recall a trip to Aspen, Colo¬ 
rado, and a brief encoun¬ 
ter after stepping off a ski 
lift. 

“I was met by immaculate 
specimens of young Ameri¬ 
can womanhood, hold¬ 
ing silver trays and flash¬ 
ing perfect dentition," he 
wrote. “What would I like? 
I thought a gin and tonic 
would meet the case. ‘Sir, 
that would be inappropri¬ 
ate.’ In what respect? ‘At 
this altitude gin would be 
very much more toxic than 
at ground level.’ In that 
case, I said, make it a dou¬ 
ble.” 

An emphatic ally and in¬ 
spired foe, he stood by 
friends in trouble (“Satanic 
Verses” novelist Salman 
Rushdie) and against en¬ 
emies in power (Iran’s 
Ayatollah Ruhollah Kho¬ 
meini). His heroes included 
George Orwell, Thomas 
Paine and Gore Vidal (pre- 
Sept. 11, 2001). Among 
those on the Hitchens list 
of shame: Michael Moore, 
Saddam Hussein, Kim Jong 
II, Sarah Palin, Gore Vidal 
(post Sept. 11) and Prince 
Charles.□ 
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Gop monetary madness 


PAUL KRUGMAN 
© 2011 New York Times 

Apparently the desperate 
search of Republicans for some¬ 
one they can nominate not 
named Willard M. Romney con¬ 
tinues. New polls suggest that in 
Iowa, at least, we have already 
passed peak Gingrich. Next up: 
Rep. Ron Paul. 

In a way, that makes sense. 
Romney isn’t trusted because 
he’s seen as someone who 
cynically takes whatever posi¬ 
tions he thinks will advance his 
career - a charge that sticks be¬ 
cause it’s true. Paul, by contrast, 
has been highly consistent. I bet 
you won’t find video clips from 
a few years back in which he 
says the opposite of what he’s 
saying now. Unfortunately, Paul 
has maintained his consistency 
by ignoring reality, clinging to his 
ideology even as the facts have 
demonstrated that ideology’s 
wrongness. And, even more 
unfortunately, Paulist ideology 
now dominates a Republican 
Party that used to know better. 
I’m not talking here about Paul’s 
anti-war views or his less well- 
known views on civil and repro¬ 
ductive rights, which would hor¬ 
rify liberals who think of him as a 
good guy. I’m talking, instead, 
about his views on economics. 
Paul identifies himself as a be¬ 
liever in “Austrian” economics 
- a doctrine that it goes without 
saying rejects John Maynard 
Keynes but is almost equally ve¬ 
hement in rejecting the ideas 
of Milton Friedman. For Austri¬ 
ans see “fiat money,” money 
that is just printed without being 
backed by gold, as the root of 
all economic evil, which means 
that they fiercely oppose the 
kind of monetary expansion 
Friedman claimed could have 
prevented the Great Depres¬ 
sion - and which was actually 
carried out by Ben Bernanke this 
time around. 

OK, a brief digression: The Fed¬ 
eral Reserve doesn’t actually 
print money (the Treasury does 
that). But the Fed does control 
the “monetary base,” the sum 
of bank reserves and currency 
in circulation. So when people 
talk about Bernanke printing 
money, what they really mean 
is that the Fed expanded the 
monetary base. 

And there has, indeed, been 
a huge expansion of the mon¬ 
etary base. After Lehman Broth¬ 
ers fell, the Fed began lending 
large sums to banks as well as 
buying a wide range of other 
assets, in a (successful) attempt 
to stabilize financial markets, 
in the process adding large 
amounts to bank reserves. In fall 


2010, the Fed began another 
round of purchases, in a less suc¬ 
cessful attempt to boost eco¬ 
nomic growth. The combined 
effect of these actions was that 
the monetary base more than 
tripled in size. Austrians, and for 
that matter many right-leaning 
economists, were sure about 
what would happen as a result: 
There would be devastating in¬ 
flation. One popular Austrian 
commentator who has advised 
Paul, Peter Schiff, even warned 
(on Glenn Beck’s TV show) of 
the possibility of Zimbabwe-style 
hyperinflation in the near future. 
So here we are, three years lat¬ 
er. How’s it going? Inflation has 
fluctuated, but, at the end of 
the day, consumer prices have 
risen just 4.5 percent, mean¬ 
ing an average annual infla¬ 
tion rate of only 1.5 percent. 
Who could have predicted that 
printing so much money would 
cause so little inflation? Well, I 
could. And did. And so did oth¬ 
ers who understood the Keynes¬ 
ian economics Paul reviles. But 
Paul’s supporters continue to 
claim, somehow, that he has 
been right about everything. 

Still, while the original propo¬ 
nents of the doctrine won’t ever 
admit that they were wrong - 
my experience is that nobody 


in the political world ever admits 
to having been wrong about 
anything - you might think that 
having been so completely off- 
base about something so cen¬ 
tral to their belief system would 
have caused the Austrians to 
lose popularity, even within the 
GOP. After all, as recently as the 
Bush years, many Republicans 
were all for printing money when 
the economy slumps. “Aggres¬ 
sive monetary policy can re¬ 
duce the depth of a recession,” 
declared the 2004 Economic 
Report of the President. 

What has happened instead, 
however, is that hard-money 
doctrine and paranoia about 
inflation have taken over the 
party, even as the predicted 
inflation keeps failing to materi¬ 
alize. For example, in February, 
Rep. Paul Ryan, who is some¬ 
what inexplicably regarded 
as the party’s deep thinker on 
matters economic, harangued 
Bernanke on how terrible it is 
to “debase” a currency and 
pointed to a rise in commod¬ 
ity prices in late 2010 and early 
2011 as evidence that inflation 
was finally coming. Commodity 
prices have plunged since then, 
but there is no sign that Ryan or 
anyone else is having second 
thoughts.Q 


Homecomings and regrets 



settled me. So did the regu¬ 
lar peal of church bells, a 
music that must have been 
the soundtrack of my past 
but that I remembered only 
vaguely. It seems I failed 
to hear it - to listen - back 
then. 

This is the stretch of the 
calendar, from Thanksgiv¬ 
ing through New Year’s, 
when many of us revisit the 
places we’ve left behind. 
These journeys can be dif¬ 
ficult, and I don’t mean the 
brawls over the overhead 
bin. Nor do I mean what 
Thomas Wolfe did when he 
contemplated the messi¬ 
ness of going home again, 
stirring up resentments and 
confronting how much we 
- and it - have changed. 
What weighs on me is the 


FRANK BRUNI 
© 2011 New York Times 

Above Rome’s pale yellow and 
dusky orange buildings, the sky 
somehow looks bluer than it 
does almost anywhere else. Did 
I take proper note of that when 
I saw it all the time? When it was 
the canopy over my waking, my 
working and the all-consuming, 
all-distracting tedium of daily 
life? 

I worry I didn’t. And I wonder 
how, during the two years when 
I called Rome home and wan¬ 
dered frequently through the 
Villa Borghese park, I never no¬ 
ticed an especially lush, shady 
patch near the Galleria Bor¬ 
ghese that I stumbled across re¬ 
cently, on a return trip. Like the 
sky’s vividness, the discovery un¬ 


opposite: how much everything 
has no doubt stayed the same, 
coupled with the recognition 
that I didn’t appreciate or really 
even examine it before. The sor¬ 
row lies there. 

About a year ago I visited Cha¬ 
pel Hill, N.C., where I went to 
college, for the first time since I 
graduated in 1986. I ran an old 
running route, just to see if it 
conformed to my memories. 

It did, in that I knew exactly 
where to turn and how soon 
the next juncture would come 
along. Then again it didn’t, 
because what I encountered 
along the way - the columned 
rotunda to my left, the storybook 
quadrangle to my right - had a 
grace and even a majesty I’d 
never registered before. I felt 


location envy, about a location 
I’d inhabited for no fewer than 
four years. 

And with each stride I grew 
more disappointed in myself, 
and angrier, for having missed 
or at least ignored so much 
of this when it more or less be¬ 
longed to me and was there for 
the taking. 

College was when I first, and last, 
had Joni Mitchell in my head, so 
I was well acquainted with the 
refrain of “Big Yellow Taxi” and 
its deceptively chirpy insistence 
that “you don’t know what 
you’ve got till it’s gone.’’But I 
turned a deaf ear to the song’s 
message as surely as I turned a 
blind eye to the arboretum be¬ 
side the campus planetarium, 
though it, too, skirted the route 
of my runs. 

My friend J. says that I shouldn’t 
beat up on myself, and makes 
the excellent point that we’re 
not only older and wiser when 
we circle back to our former 
homes but we’re also, even 
more crucially, unencumbered 
guests able to take their mea¬ 
sure and siphon off their plea¬ 
sures in a way we couldn’t be¬ 
fore. 

But it’s also true that we’re often 
just plain oblivious to the scen¬ 
ery right in front of us. By being 
closest, it’s farthest away. 

I’m not talking about obvious, 
monumental stuff. More than 
half of my New York friends 
haven’t been to the Metropoli¬ 
tan Museum of Art in five years 
or bothered with the Empire 
State Building in 20. But they 
know full well that they’re de¬ 
nying themselves glorious art 


and a God’s-eye view; it’s a 
conscious decision, made with 
the belief that they can always 
treat themselves later. That’s a 
foolishness all its own. 

I’m talking about subtle, inciden¬ 
tal blessings that are strangely 
invisible to us. My friend N. re¬ 
alized that there was a tower¬ 
ing, flowering Schefflera plant 
in front of her childhood home 
in California only after she’d 
moved to New York and begun 
coveting one in a Manhattan 
store, which wanted $500 for it. 
I’ve met a half dozen people 
on my Manhattan block who 
have never set foot inside the 
corner bakery, Levain, which 
makes what might be the best 
chocolate chip cookies in the 
city. And it’s not because these 
neighbors of mine are dieting. A 
few of them don’t even know 
the bakery’s there, though there 
are lines out the door some 
weekends. 

I doubt any of the food got by 
me when I lived in Rome. Food 
seldom does. But too much 
else did. On my recent stay my 
companion halted in his tracks 
one afternoon to point out the 
heart-tugging perfection of the 
square we were in. It was the 
Piazza di Sant’lgnazio, one long 
side of which is traced by elab¬ 
orately curved 18th-century 
buildings that evoke a rococo 
chest of drawers. I’d zoomed 
through it repeatedly years ago. 
And never once lingered. 

On this occasion I did. And then, 
my lesson learned, I stopped by 
again the next morning, before 
I headed to the airport and lost 
the precious chance.□ 
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Beauty by the bite 


STEPHANIE ROSENBLOOM 
© 2011 New York Times 

Sue Devitt, the Australian 
makeup artist whose cli¬ 
ents have included Sarah 
Jessica Parker, Jennifer Lo¬ 
pez and Keira Knightley, 
is known for her sumptu¬ 
ous eye shadows and sea- 
weed-infused foundations. 
But in February, Devitt and 
Tanya Zuckerbrot, the of¬ 
ficial dietician to the Miss 
Universe Organization, are 
scheduled to appear on 
QVC to introduce a new 
beauty product that you 
don't massage, smooth or 
brush onto your face. You 
eat it. 

Set to retail for $38, the 
Beauty Booster, at the cen¬ 
ter of the women’s new, 
partly ingestible io Beauty 
collection, is a burgundy 
liquid that comes in what 
appears to be an oversize 
nail-polish bottle topped 
with a chemistry dropper. 
Loaded with antioxidants 
and minerals and tasting of 
the sweet fruit that inspired 
it (Devitt said she noticed 
her skin was more luminous 
after snacking on goji ber¬ 
ries, raspberries and wild 
blackberries at a friend’s 
farm), the elixir can be driz¬ 
zled over yogurt and into 
club soda. It can be taken 
alone, though Devitt said, 
naturally, that it is more po¬ 
tent if used in conjunction 
with io’s topical eye, face 
and neck creams. 

Why not just eat fruit or drink 
juice? 

“Juices have a ton of calo¬ 
ries,” Zuckerbrot said, not¬ 
ing that her product is sug¬ 


ar- and calorie-free. “Who 
wants to sacrifice their be¬ 
hind for their face?" 

The Booster is but the latest 
product in a new cornuco¬ 
pia of ingenious - or inge¬ 
niously marketed - cosmet¬ 
ics that are not slicked on 
like Noxzema but meant 
to be nibbled, swigged, 
sucked or muddled with 
ice. 

Slathering on sunscreen 
might soon feel retro now 
that scientists have con¬ 
cocted the Imedeen Tan 
Optimizer capsule (tem¬ 
porarily out of stock in the 
United States) to help pre¬ 
vent sunburn. (In Brazil, 
there is also a Sunlover pill 
that promises to help those 
who take it get a tan.) Gra¬ 
nola bars look passe next 
to Nimble, billed as the first 
nutrition bar to specifically 
nourish skin. And spraying 
on cologne seems posi¬ 
tively Stone Age compared 
with sucking Deo Perfume 
Candy from Bulgaria, engi¬ 
neered to emit a rose fra¬ 
grance through the pores 
of the skin. 

The products claim to en¬ 
hance hair, skin and nails 
with collagen, acai, lutein, 
reservatrol, goji berry, green 
tea, vitamins and other in¬ 
gredients that sound as 
though they could whet 
the appetite of only An¬ 
thony Bourdain, like por¬ 
cine placenta. A decade 
ago, such ingredients were 
found in the dusty aisles of 
health food stores. Today 
they can be found on the 
shelves of retailers high and 
low: Sephora, Nordstrom, 


drugstores and the corner 
deli. 

Purportedly engineered to 
improve women’s skin elas¬ 
ticity and moisture. Balance 
Bar’s chocolate-flavored 
Nimble bars are coming to 
market in January (with yo¬ 
gurt orange swirl and pea¬ 
nut butter flavors already 
being tested in some mar¬ 
kets). Frutels has come out 
with an acne fighter also 
based on that onetime skin 
nemesis, chocolate. You 
can wash these bonbons 
down with any number of 
so-called beautifying bev¬ 
erages: Votre Vu’s Snap- 
Dragon Beauty Beverage, 
Crystal Light's Skin Essen¬ 
tials, Herbasway’s Beauty 
Drink. 

Vincent Borba, the Hol¬ 
lywood aesthetician who 
these days is better known 
as the guy palling around 
with the newly single Demi 
Moore, has created a cos¬ 
metics line for Walgreens 
that included his popular 
Skin Balance waters ($24.99 
for 12) in four varieties: Age 
Defying, Firming, Clarifying, 
Replenishing. (He hopefully 
describes the collaboration 
as the ingestible equivalent 
of Missioni for Target.) 

Unlike cosmetics whose 
edibility is meant to amuse 

- Urban Decay's Marshmal¬ 
low Sparkling Lickable Body 
Powder, Smashbox's Emul¬ 
sion Lip Exfoliant, Dylan’s 
Candy Bar Candy Tattoos 

- this is more serious stuff. 
While the category, classi¬ 
fied as nutricosmetics and 
“functional foods” by the 
cosmetics industry, has 
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Pressed juices at The Wellness Cafe in New York. 


(Erin Baiano/The New York Times) 




Norma Kamali, the fashion designer who is in her 60s, swears by 
and sells olive oil, along with beauty beverages, at The Wellness 
Cafe in New York, Dec. 13, 2011. A new batch of cosmetics are 
said to work by eating or drinking rather than applying to the 
skin. 

(Erin Baiano/The New York Times) 


been hurt by the recession, 
demand is still expected 
to increase by about 6 
percent a year to $8.5 bil¬ 
lion by 2015, according to 
Freedonia Group, a market 
research company. Ana¬ 
lysts at Zenith International, 
a food and drink consulting 
company, said the growth 
has been driven by celeb¬ 
rity culture and educated 
consumers seeking sophis¬ 
ticated ways to turn back 
the clock. 

But do the products work? 
Many doctors say no 
(though others, like the 
dermatologists Dr. Fredric 
Brandt, Dr. Howard Mu¬ 
rad and Dr. Nicholas Perri- 
cone, market supplements 
as part of their regimens). 
Good skin does not come 
from slickly marketed beau¬ 
ty drinks and foods, critics 
say, but from vegetables, 
whole foods and plain wa¬ 
ter. “If you are adequately 
hydrated, skin looks moist 
and healthy,” said Wahida 
Karmally, director of nutri¬ 
tion at the Irving Institute for 
Clinical and Translational 
Research at Columbia. 


“Water will carry the nutri¬ 
ents from foods to the body 
tissues and organs to keep 
them healthy.” 

A reporter asked Karmally 
to review the ingredients in 
several new beauty foods 
and drinks. She questioned 
the research behind the 
products, noted that they 
have extracts that may 
cause an allergic reaction 
in some people and said 
that some were using gums 
to make their product vis¬ 
cous and fruit juice solids 
for color. 

Of Borba's Replenishing 
water with litchi she wrote 
in an email, “If you need 
to replenish, drink plain wa¬ 
ter or enjoy it with slices of 
lemon,” describing litchis 
as “delicious but not magi¬ 
cal.” She pointed out that 
the Nimble bar contains 
saturated fat. 

The Food and Drug Admin¬ 
istration does not substanti¬ 
ate the safety of cosmetic 
products and ingredients 
before they are marketed 
to consumers; the cosmetic 
companies are responsible 
for that. □ 



















